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INTRODUCTION. 


In  tlie  following  pa^es  I  have  endeavored  to  present  a 
correct  description  of  the  service  performed  by  Company 
F,  1st  Regiment  K.  I.  Vohinteers,  during  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1801.  While  many  of  my  comrades  who  served 
in  that  company  may  difter  with  me  in  some  of  the  state- 
ments I  liave  made,  still  I  think  that  afl  will  agree  tliat 
what  1  have  presented  is  as  correct  an  account  as  can  be 
liad  at  this  late  period  of  that  service.  Tliirty  years  is  a 
long  time  for  men  to  remember  the  particulais  of  any  event, 
unless  some  memoranda  of  the  same  is  at  hand.  During 
that  service  I  endeavoied  to  keep  as  correct  as  possible  a 
daily  journal  of  events,  and  from  that  journal  I  have  pre- 
pared this  brief  liistor}'  of  the  company,  and  I  trust  that 
in}-  comrades  w  ho  may  read  tliis  will  excuse  any  inaccuracies 
that  in  their  opinion  may  a]ip('ar;  foi-  it  is  my  desire  to 
place  before  you  a  correct  history  of  Companj'  F,  the  first 
company  of  vohintecMS  that  left  Newport  on  the  17th  of 
Apiil,   ISdl,  for  the  defence  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  in  tlie 

great  war  of  the  rebellion. 

CHAKLES  H.  CLARKE. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

CALL      TO      A  K  M  S  . 

Kni-ly  ill  tlio  niontli  of  A])iil,  IHiIl,  several  of  the 
Soiitlicni  StMtt's  liMviiiLi'  witlidniwii  from  tlir  I'liioii,  f«»rts, 
ursi'iKils  ;iiul  nuvy  yaids  witliin  tlu'  limits  of  tliose  States 
M'ere  taken  ]K)Ssessioii  of  ])y  the  C'<)iife(h'rate  forces.  On 
tlic  liMh  of  April,  I'^irt  Slimier,  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
was  tire(l  upon,  and  nfler  two  days'  lioinliardnient  Ity 
the  reix'ls,  eommanded  ItyCieiieral  Heaiiii'iiard,  tlu' izar- 
rison,  oomprisiiii;  seventy  Tnited  States  HcLiiilars,  eoni- 
inaiidcMl  Itv  Major  I\o!>ert  Anderson,  siirreiKlereij  tiie  fort. 
Meanwhile  the  National  Capital  :it  WashiiiLrton  was  in 
(laiiLjer,  and  on  the  l.'»th  of  April  Ahraham  Lincoln  is- 
sued his  proelamation,  eallinji  for  seventy-live  thousand 
troops    for   the   defiiiei-   of  the   city   of    Washin«4loii. 
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Governor  Spragne,  of  Rhode  Island,  tendered  the 
services  of  one  reaiiment  of  Infantry,  and  one  bat- 
tery of  Light  Artillery,  which  being  accepted  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Governor  at  once  sent  a  tele- 
gram to  Colonel  George  W.  Tew,  commanding  the 
Newport  Artillery  company,  asking  how  many  men  of 
his  command  would  oq  to  Washinoton  for  the  defence 
of  the  Capital.  Colonel  Tew  replied  that  he  would  go, 
with  fifty  men.  April  16th,  Colonel  Tew  received  another 
telegram  from  the  Governor,  directing  him  to  recruit 
his  company  to  one  hundred,  and  to  report  at  Providence, 
armed  and  equipped,  upon  receipt  of  orders.  At  that 
time  the  Newport  Artillery  were  as  well  equipped  as  any 
company  in  the  State.  They  were  armed  with  the  latest 
improved  Springfield  rifles.  They  had  just  purchased, 
at  their  own  expense,  fifty  artillery  sabres  of  the  latest 
French  pattern.  They  had  likewise,  the  3'ear  preceding, 
had  made  to  tlieir  order  new  military  overcoats,  which 
no  other  comi)any  in  the  State  was  at  that  time  provided 
with.  These  overcoats  and  sabres  were  afterwards  pur- 
chased of  them  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  were 
used  for  e(iuii)ping  the   1st  Battery. 

On  April    Kith  Colonel   Tew  called  a  meeting  of  the 
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coiiipiiiiy.  Mild  Ml'tcr  rcndiiiLi"  the  tclciii'Miii.s  rt'ceivod  iVoiii 
the  (iovuriKjr  tliat  day,  iiuuU'  ti  patriotic  speech,  aud 
was  followed  by  Mayor  Cranston,  who  was  present. 
Colonel  Tew  then  reipiested  those  of  tiie  eonii)an3'  that 
would  volunteer  to  uo  to  Wasliin<iton,  to  step  to  the 
front,  when  thirty-three  of  the  tliirty-nine  active  members 
of  tile  company  responded.  A  call  was  then  made  for 
volunteers  to  till  up  the  company  to  the  it'cpiired  num- 
ber of  one  JHindred  men,  and  in  a  very  short  time  there 
were   more   men   a})pru'd   than   could    be   taken. 

'i'hat  eveninir  th  *  com})any  paraded  throui»;h  the  streets 
of  the  city,  l<j  tile  inspii-itin<_r  music  (jf  a  life  and  drum, 
and  were  dismissed  at  l(>  i*.  m.,  to  meet  at»:ain  on  tiie 
receipt  of  orders  from  Providence,  to  be  aniiounce(l  bv  the 
discharge  of  three  ;i:uns  on  the  Mall,  and  by  the  rini^- 
iiiLT  of   ihe  church   bells. 

At  7  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  Ajnil  ITtli,  a  mounted  courier 
arrived  from  I'lovicU'iice  with  orders  for  Colonel  'I'ew 
to  report  that  day  in  I'lovidence  with  his  ciMupanv. 
( 'olonel  Ti'W,  u|)on  the  receipt  of  the  order,  sent  word 
by  return  courier  that  he  would  be  in  Trovidence  with 
his  company    at    "_'    c.    m. 

At   H   A.    M.,   on»'    of    the    <*oiiipaiiv's    brass    irnns    was 
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dragged  by  hand  to  the  Mall  and  fired  three  times  by 
the  gun  squad  that  had  remained  in  the  armory  all  night 
so  as  to  be  on  hand  when  orders  came. 

Never  before  in  the  known  history  of  the  city  was 
there  so  much  excitement  as  was  caused  by  the  firing  of 
those  guns.  Business  of  all  kinds  was  suspended  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  people  began  to  realize  that 
the  time  had  come  for  action. 

When  the  orders  came  that  mornino;,  Colonel  Georsfe 
W.  Tew  was  at  work  at  his  trade,  a  mason,  on  Wel- 
lington Avenue.  On  receiving  the  order  he  laid  down 
his  trowel  and  other  tools,  adopted  the  trade  of  a  sol- 
dier, and  for  four  long  years  he  served  his  country  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

First  Sergeant  A.  P.  Sherman  w^as  driving  on  his  mar- 
ket wagon  attending  to  his  morning  trade  when  he  heard 
the  signal  guns.  Leaving  his  team  on  the  street,  he  start- 
ed at  once  for  the  armory  on  Clarke  street,  and  com- 
menced to  form  the  company. 

In  less  than  one  hour  the  company  were  in  line  and  ready 
to  start.  Like  the  minute  men  of  Revolutionary  times, 
they  left  their  bench,  their  desks,  and  farm,  at  the  call 
to  arms.     Tliames  street,  Washington  square  and  Clarke 
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street  were  throiiLied  with  people.  The  arliUery  was  at 
that  time  as  at  present  tlie  pride  of  New])ori  tuid  it  is  not 
straiiuje  that  so  iiiiieh  interest  was  nianireste(l,  :iiid,  l)e- 
sides,  they  were  alK)nt  to  leave  home  and  friends,  not 
knowing  whether  they  would  ever  return.  They  went 
from  pure  patriotism  and  love  of  the  Old  Flag;  and  it  is 
an  undisi)uted  fact  to-day  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
promi)titude  with  wliioh  the  first  troops  responded  to  the 
call  of  the  President,  the  city  of  Washington  would  have 
been  taken  by  tlie  rebel  forces.  At  the  armory  there 
were  there  assembled  many  pn^ninent  citizens,  Mayor 
^\  .  II.  Cranston  and  several  of  the  clergy.  Si)eech  mak- 
ing and  hand  shaking  wtMi'  indulged  in  for  some  time,  and 
at  1  \/M)  A.  M.  the  company  marched  to  Sayer's  Wharf  by 
way  of  Clarke,  'J'ouro  and  Thames  streets,  escorted  by 
about  fifty  past  members  of  the  company.  On  tlie  wharf, 
Kev.  Sanuiil  Adlam,  of  tlic  j-irst  Baptist  Churcii,  otYered 
j)niyi'r,  and  was  followed  by  Mayor  Cranston  and  lion. 
Charles  C.  Xan  Zandt,  in  brief  addresses.  Kev.  Thatcher 
Thayer,  wlio  iiad  for  many  yi-ais  been  chaplain  of  the 
Artillery  company,  and  still  holds  tiiat  position,  (is'.il) 
olTeretl  a  toucljing  prayer  in  beh.alf  of  the  company  and 
thi'   caus4'  for  tiie  support  and  di'fence  of  nnImcIi  tlu'V  wi  re 
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now  about  to  leuve  home,  kindred  and  friends,  after  wliich 
the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Henry  Jackson, 
D.  D.  A  brief  season  was  then  allowed  for  individual 
leave-takings,  and  at  1  r.  m.  the  company"  marched  on 
board  steamer  Perry  for  Providence  to  form  a  part  of 
Phode  Island's  first  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
Following  is  a  correct  roll  of  the  company,  as  copied 
trom  the  muster-out  roll  of  the  regiment : 

COMPANY    ROSTER. 

Captaui,— Geok<tE  W.  Tew. 
1st  Lieutenant, — William  A.  Steadman. 
2d  "  Benjamin  L.  Slocum. 

Ensign, — James  H.  Chappell. 
1st  Sergeant, — Augustus  P.  Sitekman. 
2d  "  Thomas  S.  Burdick. 

3d  "  John  S.  Coggesiiall. 

4th        "  Edward  S.  Hammond. 

1st  Corporal, — ,Joiin  D.  Wasiihurne. 
2d  "  Benedict  F.  Smith. 

3d  "  Ray  B.   I'ayer. 

4th         ''  Henry   T..  Xicolai. 
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ri:iVATKS. 


.loliU   A.  Altliott. 
(lliarU.'s  II  Barlow. 
Alltcrt  N.  liimlick. 
(it'<>r^;o  ('.  Alniy. 
.lolm  H.  Baclif'llor. 
CliristoplKii-  E.  Barker. 
(Jliarlcs  Barkf-r,  Jr. 
Aiulrew  P.  Baslifurd. 
Willifiin  B(K»th. 
Daiiiol  Bdss. 
Jon'iiiiali  Brown. 
Adfllx-rt  P.  Bryant. 
Thomas  P)r(>\\  ikjU. 
Unuy  I'.iill.  .Ir. 
B'lijaiiiiM  1>.  (Carlisle, 
lidlicrt  Carlisle. 
AlU-n   Caswi'll.         / 
Charles  H.  Chirke/ 
K.lwanl    F.  Clarko. 
Frederic    A.  Clarke. 
(Jiistavus  A.  Clarko. 
.Ii>shna  P.  Clarke. 
David  M.  C(»l,'^r^•shali,  .Tr. 
J,a\vt<iii    C<nrv{»-shall. 
Koh.rt  D.  ('otfh'eshall,. 
Koltert  ('raiie. 
Perry  B.  Dawiey. 
B'Miiainiii  F    I-)avis. 
AVilliain  P.  1)  iiinan. 
Ijinec  I)'-.Foii^:h. 
iS  las  I)    DrBlois. 
Stei»ln-ri   l)«'P.lois. 
William  H.  I>iirfeo. 
Hi-nry  T.  I''a>.t(in. 
Beiijai'iin  K.i.ston.  .Ir. 
.J"liM  F.  Ksi-lo(i. 
Wi Ilium  .1.  I-'ldridife. 
Kdmund   W.  F.iles. 
•Itiliii  Kluilder. 
Aiiiiu^lus  Kri-neh. 
'rii<im:is  .1     il.ii  riiik'lon. 
.Iiis<'|i|i   .1      <fiii|ld 


Rowlaiiil  K.  Hazard. 
William  Fl.iiiiilton. 
Saiiniel   Hilton. 
P.eiijamin  ('.  Huhhard. 
(J'or^c  A.  Hudson. 
Harris  Kcahles. 
William  Keatinpr. 
Edwin  A.  Kelley. 
Tlieodore  W.  King. 
William  H.  Kini?. 
Israel  F.  Lake   Jr. 
Thomas  O.  Lake. 
Henry  B.  Lan<l<a"S. 
.lolm  B.  Landers. 
<  )verton  (i.  Lanjxley. 
Charles  E.  Lawton. 
(tforn^e  P.  Lawton. 
Thomas  H.  Lawton. 
David  Little. 
Charles  L.  Littkdield. 
John  B.  Mason. 
.Tames  Markham. 
l)iniel  A.    McCanii. 
AVilliam  >L  Minkler. 
Waldeii  H.  Mason. 
Miehael  .\.  Nolan, 
(ieor^re  \l.  Palmer. 
Frederic  J.  P«ahody. 
I'dwin  H.   Peahudy. 
.John  ]'.  I'lM-kham. 
P.-ytoM  H.  liaiidolph. 
.Fuhii  Kovjcrs. 
P.eiijamin  H.  R<»Kers. 
.h>hii  H.  Roltinson. 
Joliii  F.  Sctilt. 
Th<>ma.s  .Scolt. 
Thomas  .Sh.irpo. 
Barlli'tl   L    SimiiionH. 
.lohn  P>.  F.  .Smitli. 
Cforur  B.  Smith. 
( 'harlrs  .Soiithw  iik. 
•John  StHrk. 
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Geortje  W.  Taber. 
Edward  Terrell. 
William  H.  Thayer. 
William  Towle. 
Arthur  R.  Tuell. 
James  P.  Vose. 


William  H.  Waldron. 
George  S.  Ward. 
Cliarles  S.  Weaver. 
George  R.  White. 
Ethvard  Wilson. 
William  H.  Young. 


To  be  added  to  this  roll,  should  be  the  names  of 
James  H.  Taylor,  John  S.  Engs,  and  James  W.  Lyon, 
members  of  the  re2;imental  non-commissioned  staff,  who 
were  members  of  the  company  from  Newport,  but  their 
names  do  not  appear  on  the  muster-out  roll  of  the  com- 
pan^^ 

On  arriving  at  Providence,  the  company  marched  to 
Kailroad  Hall,  on  Exchange  Place,  where  they  were  to 
be  quartered  until  such  time  as  the  regiment  could  be 
uniformed  and  equipped.  The  organization  of  the  reg- 
iment commenced  at  once.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  was 
appointed  colonel ;  Joseph  S.  Pitman,  lieutenant  colonel ; 
John  S.  Slocum,  1st  major;  Joseph  P.  Balch,  2d  ma- 
jor; Charles  II.  Merriman,  adjutant;  Rev.  Augustus 
"Woodbury,  chaplain.  All  company  ofiicers  were  elected 
by  the  company,  approved  and  commissioned  by  the 
Governor.  The  position  in  line  of  the  companies  and 
the  letter  by  which  they  were  to  be  known,  was  drawn 
l>y  U)t  by  tlie  captains.     The  Newport  company  was  de- 
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signaled  by  the  letter  F,  mid  drew  third  position  in  line, 
wliieh  constituted  them  the  color  company  of  the  regi- 
ment. In  the  making  up  of  the  non-commissioned  staff, 
there  were  appointed  James  H.  Taylor  as  hospital  stew- 
ard, James  W.  Lyon  as  ordnance  sergeant,  and  John 
S.  Engs  as  sergeant  major ;  P^dward  S.  Hammond  was 
appointed  as  left  general  guide  of  the  regiment. 

As  fast  as  the  uniforms  could  be  made,  they  were 
issued  to.  the  companies.  These  consisted  of  a  light  blue 
blouse,  of  tlie  Garibaldi  pattern,  dark  grey  pants,  and 
Kossuth  liat,  witli  the  })rim  turned  up  on  the  riglit  side, 
and  fastened  to  the  crown  with  a  l)rass  plate,  eagle 
KliMpi'd.  Instead  of  overcoats,  we  were  provided  with  red 
M'oollen  bhinkets,  witii  a  slit  in  the  centre,  to  wear  over 
our  shoulders  in  Itad  weather;  also  one  grey  blanket, 
knapsack,  to  contain  our  extra  clothing,  haversack,  can- 
teen, tin  plate,   knife  and  fork,   spoon,   and  tin  cup. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OFF    FOR    THE    FRONT. 

On  Saturday,  April  19th,  the  first  detachment,  made 
u})  of  details  from  all  the  companies,  to  the  number  of 
nearly  six  hundred  men,  including  the  regimental  band, 
of  twenty-four  men,  were  in  readiness  to  start  for  Wasli- 
ington.  The  regiment  formed  on  Exchange  Place  at 
noon,  where  they  received  a  costlj^  and  beautiful  regi- 
mental tlag,  of  silk,  presented  by  the  ladies  of  Prov- 
idence. Colonel  Burnside,  on  receiving  the  precious  gift, 
remarked  as  follows  : — 

"I  know  that  the  gallant  men  I  carry  away  will  prove 
themselves  wortliy  of  the  beautiful  baimer  presented  to 
them  by  you.  We  are  fully  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
we  take  with  us  your  most  fervent  prayers,  and  we  sliall 
constantly  feel  that  your  eyes  are  upon  us.  God  grant 
tliat  we  mav  vet  see  the  Union  out  of  danger.  Biddiuii 
you  an  affectionate  farewell,  and  thanking  you  in  Itchalf 
of  my  connnand,   for  your  kindness,  I  feel  that  1  can  as- 
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sure  you  in  the  name  of  each  and  every  one  of  them, 
that  no  act  of  theirs  shall  ever  cause  yon  to  regret  tiiis 
3'oui-  <2;euerous  and  patriotic  contrihution  to  the  cause  we 
mutually  cherish." 

The  liacr  was  then  i>;iven  in  charo;e  of  Company  F,  the 
color  comj^any  of  the  reii:iment,  Charles  Becherer,  of  Com- 
pany (i,  being-  detailed  as  color  sergeant. 

A  short  regimental  parade  was  mtide  through  the  streets 
of  Providence  to  the  wharf  where  steamer  Empire  State 
was  lying  with  steam  up,  in  readiness  to  take  the  regi- 
ment to  New  York.  At  about  2.30  r.  :\i.  the  boat  cast 
off  her  lines  and  steamed  (hnvn  the  bay  and  through  the 
harlxM"  of  Newport  out  to  sea.  When  the  steamer  was 
i)assing  Lowj,  Whaif,  a  salute  was  fired  bv  a  gun  s(|uad  of 
till-  past  members  of  the  Newport  Artillery.  A  salute  was 
also  liicd  from  Fnrt  A(hnns,  ;is  the  steanu'r  i)assed  <>n  her 
way  out  to  sea. 

Sunday  morning,  April  20tii,  mi  rived  in  New  York. 
Tile  regiment,  with  its  baggage,  was  at  once  transferred 
to  tiu'  Initt'cl  States  (lovernment  transport  ('«)atzacoleos, 
on  Itoanl  of  which  \\r  remained  m11  th:it  d.iy,  and  Moii- 
dav  Htcanu'd    awMv   t'<»i    Annaixijis. 

A    tug   boat   wljicli   spoki'   us   in   tin-   afternoon,  gave  us 
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the  information  that  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  had  been 
blown  up  and  destroyed  by  orders  from  our  government. 
At  davliiilit  the  next  niornino-  we  came  in  sis^ht  of  Fort- 
ress  Monroe,  and  sailing  on  up  Chesapeake  Bay,  an- 
chored for  the  night,  and  the  next  day  steamed  up  into 
the  harbor  of  Annapolis  and  landed.  We  were  kindly 
received  by  the  olFicers  of  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emy, who  furnished  us  with  quarters  in  the  government 
building  for  the  night. 

General  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  Avas 
there  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces,  composed 
mostly  of  New  England  troops. 

Thursda}^  morning  we  set  out  on  the  road  to  Annap- 
olis Junction.  We  were  told  by  inhabitants  we  met  that 
we  never  would  reach  Washington,  as  the  road  was  in 
the  possession  of  Confederate  troops  and  their  friends ; 
but  we  tramped  along,  and  overtook  the  71st  New  York 
Regiment  at  noon,  halting  an  hour  or  two  in  their  com- 
pany, and  after  having  had  a  good  rest,  about  4  o'clock 
resumed  our  march  for  the  Junction,  discovering  no  signs 
of  the  enemy  as  we  proceeded,  and  at  about  8  r.  m. 
halt<'d  for  the  nigiit.  We  encamped  in  a  field  beside  the 
I'ailroad,  posting  sentinels  on  all  sides,  as  we  expected  an 
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attack  at  this  place.  Camp  lires  were  kindled,  supper 
prepared  and  eaten,  after  which  j)reparations  were  made 
for  the  night.  The  71st  New  York  coinino;  up  and  halt- 
ing at  our  bivouac,  we  exchanged  greetings  with  them, 
furnished  them  with  hot  coffee,  and  informed  them,  as 
they  took  their  dei)arture  on  the  road,  that  it  was  a  short 
march  for  them  to  the  Junction — "only  nine  more  miles." 
A  mem])er  of  the  71st  afterwards  composed  a  song  en- 
titled "  Nine  Miles  to  the  Junction,"  the  words  of  which 
were  as  follows  : 

I'hc;  troops  of  Rhoih'  IsImii'I   wore  posted  along 

On   thi'  i-oad   from   AuM.ipolis  station. 
As  the  7l8t  Kogiiiu'ut,  one  thousand   strong, 
Went,  on  in  dcfcnci^  <»f  the   nation: 

We'd  been  inarcliiiig  all  day,  in  the  snn's  seoichlng  rays, 

With  two  hiscnits  a  ilay  as  onr  rations, 
\N  hrn  we  asked  GovJMaior  Spragnc  to  show  us  the  way, 

And   'MIow  many  miles  to  the  .lunctionV" 
[Hep«'at:] 

The  llliode   Island  hoys  cheered  us  on  out  of  sight. 

After  giving  th(;  following  hijunetion  : 
'*.Inst    to  keep   up  yonr  I'oniage — you'll   gel  there   lo-night, 
For  "it's  tudy  nine   miles  to  the  .luiieiion  I' *" 
They  gave  us  hot  eollee,  a  grasped    the  hand, 

NVhii'h  cheered  and   letreshed  our  exhaustion; 

We  readied   in   six   h<»nis  the   long  piomised    land. 

For  'twas  '*oidv   nine  niih-s   to  the  .lunetion." 
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Aixl  now  as  we  meet  tlieni  in  Washingtou's  streets, 

They  always  salute  ua  with  unction; 
And  still  the  old  cry  sonie  one  will   repeat — 
'•Jt's  only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction  I  " 
Tliree   clieei'S   for  the  warm  hearted  Rhode  Island  hoys, 

May  eacli  be  true  to  his  function ; 
And  whene'er  we  meet,  let  us  eacli  other  greet. 
With  ''Only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction."" 

Nine  cheers  foi-  the  flaj::  under  which  we  will  fight, 

If  the  tiaitors  should  dare  to  assail  it, 
One  cheer  for  each  mile  that  we  made  on  that  night, 
When  'twas  ''Only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction." 
With  lioarts  thus  united,  our  hn'asts  to  the  foe — 

Once  moi-e  with  delight  will  we  hail  it; 
If  duty  should  call  us,  still  onward  we'll  go, 
If  even  "  nine  miles  to  the  Junction.'* 

This  was  set  to  the  air,  "Tother  side  o'  Jordan,"  and 
was  adopted  into  the  regiment,  becoming  one  of  our  camp 
fire  songs. 

During  the  night,  after  the  departure  of  the  71st,  no- 
tliing  transi)ired  to  disturb  us. 

At  al)out  4  o'clock  a.  m.  A\n'\\  -iiUli,  we  were  once  more 
on  the  road  to  tlie  Junction,  which  we  reached  at  about 
5.80  A.  M.,  and  at  once  commenced  loading  baggage  and 
provisions  on  the  cars.  At  S»  a.  m.,  everything  being  in 
rcadini'ss  and  tlic  rond  reported  clear,  we  started  for 
Washiimlon,    wlu-rc   wc  arrived  about   noon,  and   were  at 
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once  marched  to  the  Patent  Oflice,  on  7tli  street,  where 
we  were  to  be  qn  arte  red  until  a  site  for  a  camp  could 
be  selected.  , 

Tuesday,  April  30th,  the  second  detachment  of  the 
regiment  arrived,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pit- 
man, and  on  Ma}'  1st  the  regiment  was  paraded  in  front 
of  the  Patent  OtHce,  tlie  occasion  l)eing  the  raising  of 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  on  that  building.  The  Hag  was 
hoisted  by  President  Lincoln,  after  which  the  regiment 
was  drilled  by  Colonel  Hurnside,  under  review  l)y  the 
President  and  mem))ers  of  the  Cabinet. 

Thursday,  May  2d,  the  Light  Battery  arrived  from 
Providence,  in  command  of  Captain  Charles  IL  Tomp- 
kins, and  ill  the  afternoon  tiie  entire  regiment  marclied 
to  Ihi'  Capitol  grounds,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United 
States  service,  by  ^Lijor  McDowell,  of  llie  Regular 
armv- 


CHAPTER    III. 

LIFE    IN    CAMP. 

Preparations  were  at  once  made  to  go  into  camp.  A 
detail  of  mechanics  was  made  from  the  regiment,  and 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  Company 
E,  the  requisite  1)nildings  were  erected,  and  on  May  10th 
the  regiment  went  into  camp  in  their  new  quarters,  on  the 
Keating  farm,  near  the  Bladensburg  road,  about  a  mile 
north  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  named  Camp  8prague,  in 
honor  of  Rhode  Island's  Governor. 

Ten  rows  of  buildings  had  been  constructed,  parallel 
with  each  other,  for  company  quarters,  a  row  for  each 
company,  with  a  street  about  lifteen  feet  in  width  be- 
tween the  buildings.  The  quarters  of  each  company  com- 
prised six  s<juad  rooms,  each  room  having  accommoda- 
tions for  a  non-commissioned  olHcer  and  eighteen  men, 
and  on  three  sides  of  each  sleeping  room  weie  bunks ; 
tliere  was  also    an    outer    room,   or    jiorcli,   witli  a    ta])le 
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extc'iKliiiji;  kMi«!;tli\vis(',  for  use.  as  a  diniiiL!;  room.  The 
conipiiiiy  odicers  occupied  a  l)uil(lini2;  separated  from  tlie 
men  by  a  narrow  street.  The  regimental  ollicers  and  band 
were  very  i)leasantly  located  in  a  shady  grove,  in  cottage 
shaped  ])uildings,  with  piazza  in  front,  standing  in  the 
rear  of  and  at  right  angles  with  the  company  quarters. 
We  soon  got  settled  in  our  new  home  at  Camp  Si)rague, 
and  cojnmenced  at  once  the  duties  of  soldier  life.  Pre- 
vious to  this  we  had  been  in  an  unsettled  condition,  taking 
our  meals  at  restaurants  and  using  the  Patent  oflice  for 
sleei)ing  (piarters,  with  not  much  duty  to  perform,  except 
answering  to  roll  calls.  Now,  however,  wi-  knew  just 
what  was  expected  of  us  every  day.  Our  duties  com- 
menced soon  after  daylight,  ending  at  H  i*.  m.  At  about 
f)  A.  M.  \\r  were  aroused  from  our  slum)»ers  by  the  beat- 
ing of  the  ri'Vcille,  wiiich  duty  was  performed  by  Drum 
Major  lien.  West  and  his  life  and  drum  band,  wlu'U 
each  man  was  rccpiirt'tl  to  turn  out,  take  iiis  place  in  line 
in  thr  company  street,  and  answer  to  his  name,  'i'his 
dutv  was  j)crformc(l  with  a  great  deal  of  jiro  nptitude,  at 
first,  l»ut  aftei'  a  while  some  of  tiie  boys  did  not  get 
staitiMJ  out  of  their  biinUs  in  time  to  complete  tlieir  toilet, 
and  often    would   appear   in   bne   thinly   clad,    and   it    was 
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no  luiusual  thing  to  see  some  appear  bareheaded  and  with- 
out shoes  or  stockings.  One  squad  of  the  company  was 
particuhirly  noted  for  their  tardiness  at  reveille.  I  don't 
think  this  was  owing  to  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
sergeant  in  charge ;  for  Sergeant  Hammond  was  wont  to 
boast  that  he  had  "the  banner  squad,"  and  he  exacted 
of  them  everything  in  the  line  of  duty.  But  two  of  his 
men  appeared  to  be  impressed  with  the  notion  that  the 
nights  in  that  latitude  were  too  short  to  satisfy  their  de- 
mands for  sleep.  They  would  lie  in  bed  and  wait  until 
the  last  roll  of  the  drum,  then  tumbling  out,  they  would 
have  hardly  sutlicient  time  to  take  their  places  in  line  to 
answer  to  their  names  when  called.  One  morning,  dur- 
ing roll-call,  the  company  were  surprised  to  see  running 
from  the  direction  of  Sergeant  Hammond's  quarters  two 
men  to  all  appearances  of  African  descent.  The  First 
Sergeant,  not  knowing  who  they  were,  ordered  them  to 
stand  aside,  and  then  continued  the  callin«;  of  the  roll. 
Wlien  the  names  of  John  B.  M.  and  L.  DeJ.  were  called, 
two  'H'olored  gentlemen"  responded.  The  first  ser- 
geant, after  roll-call,  re[)rimanded  them  for  appearing  in 
such  condition,  advising  them  to  in  future  be  more  prompt 
at  roll-call.     Some    one    oi'    more  merciless  wai2,s  among 
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their  couinuk'S  hud,  (hiriM<»;  thu  sik'iit  wiitohes  of  the  niiiht, 
and  while  they  slept  the  sleep  of  the  j!ist,  surreptitiously 
decorated  their  countenances  with  burnt  cork.  Of  course 
Hammond  knew  nothing  of  it  until  their  ui)i)earunce  at 
roll-call ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  afterwards  there  were 
any  of  Ilannnond's  squad  tardy  nt  roll-call. 

Directly  after  reveille  came  the  sick-call,  when  those 
who  recjuired  medical  attention  went  to  the  hospital; 
lireakfast  at  7,  ii;uard-m()unt  at  >^  a.  m.,  company  drills 
and  tar<^('t  practise  from  1)  to  11  a.  m.,  dinner  at  noon. 
In  llie  afternoon,  batallion  drill  of  the  entire  regiment, 
and  at  sunset  dress  parade,  which  on  pleasant  days  was 
witnessed  by  a  large  inimber  of  the  citizens  and  notables 
of  Washington,  infludiiig  President  Lineoln  and  nuMiibers 
of  tlu'  Cabinet.  After  tiie  parade,  tlie  regiment  formed 
in  double  column,  closed  en  masse,  when  our  chaplain, 
Kev.  Augustus  Woodbury,  read  a  portion  of  scripture, 
followed  by  prayer,  the  service  closing  with  singing  the 
doxoloi^V  by  the  entire  reii:inient,  acco'Upanied  by  the 
l>and,  with  most  solenm  and  impressive  I'tfect ;  tattoo 
roll-call  at  1>  c.  m.,  \'.\\)h  at  Ib.'iO,  when  lights  were  ex- 
tiniruislu'd  and  cvciy  man  was  supposed  to  be  in  his  bunk 
for  the   niiiht  ;    luit  on  many  occasions  there  was  more  of 
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su})position  than  reality.  Notwithstandiiiii'  the  circiiiu- 
stance  that  we  were  United  States  soldiers,  and  as  such 
bound  to  obey  the  army  regulations,  there  were  in  nearly 
every  squad  men  who  would  at  times  commit  acts  that 
had  they  realized  the  consequences  if  found  out,  they 
would  not  have  suffered  themselves  to  do.  To  take  men 
from  civil  life,  with  no  previous  military  training,  and 
subject  them  to  army  discipline,  is  a  diilicult  task  to  ac- 
complish, and  is  a  work  of  time  ;  nor  is  it  a  matter  for 
wonder  that  men  forget  their  being  soldiers  and  liable 
to  severe  punishment  for  misdemeanors. 

After  taps,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  otiicer  of  the  day 
to  make  the  n^unds  of  the  camp  to  make  sure  that  all 
lights  were  out  and  everything  quiet  in  the  company 
quarters.  Sometimes  this  oliicer,  if  he  manifested  a  dis- 
position to  be  officious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
came  to  urief.  Tiiere  was  one  who,  when  detailed  as 
oflicer  of  the  day,  generally  had  about  all  the  business 
he  cared  to  attend  to,  in  the  vicinity  of  Company  F 
(juarters,  after  taps.  A  candle  would  be  left  burning 
on  t!u'  table  in  a  I'oom,  to  attract  tlie  ollicer's  attention, 
wlio  on  seeing  it  would  shout  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
*'l*ut    out  that    light  in    Company    F  quarters!"     Some 
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OIK'  ill  IkmI  would  r(M)ly,  "CJo  to  H — ndcs,  you  old  urnii- 
11  y ! "  The  olHcor,  eiiteriiJii;,  would  Ix'  deluded  witli  a 
shower  of  tui  pans  and  plates,  placed  on  a  shelf  pur- 
posely rigged  directly  over  the  entrance,  propped  up  by 
sticks,  and  at  the  proper  time  tripped  ])y  means  of  a 
string  manipulated  hy  some  person  to  the  olllcer  un- 
known, the  light  being  at  the  same  instant  extinguished 
by  some  one  in  the  plot,  the  transaction  overwhelming 
tlie  otficer  with  impotent  wrath. 

May  21st,  John  Abbott  and  Thomas  II.  Lawton  weiM 
discharged  from  the  company  on  account  of  disability, 
returning  home. 

May  23d,  Governor  Sprague  left  caiuj)  for  home,  to 
bi'  inaugurated  as  (imeruor  i'ov  another  year.  .V  iletail 
of  tliirty  men  from  the  regiment  was  made  to-day,  and 
placed  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Tower,  of  Com- 
])any  K,  to  ojx'nite  a  ferry  for  tr:nisj)orting  troops  Mcross 
tlur  river  to  Alexandiin.  They  worked  only  nights,  ih'- 
turning  to  cmiui)  :»t  daylight  in  tlu'  morning.  C'omi):uiy 
I''  furnished  live  men — Sergeant  liurdick,  .lohn  \\.  l\ 
Smith.  Andrew  I*.  Hnshford,  (ieorge  \l.  White,  and  i'ey- 
tou  Randolph,  all  of  whom  had  been  sailors  pri'vious  to 
enlistment  in   the  army,   and  consiMpiently   wi>ri'  familiar 
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with  that  line  of  duty,  and  to  them  it  was  mere  pastime. 

Although  awa}^  from  home  and  friends,  we  as  sons  of 
old  Newport  could  not  parmit  'Lection  day  to  pass  with- 
out notice.  Nearly  all  of  us  had  sent  us  from  home 
boxes  containing  cake  and  blue  eggs,  and  with  these  as 
a  basis,  we  made  preparations  to  celebrate  the  day.  At 
sunrise  we  flung  to  the  breeze  a  beautiful  American  flag, 
from  the  1st  sergeant's  quarters.  This  flag,  presented 
to  us  by  ]Mr.  William  Vernon,  of  Newport,  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  Newport  Artillery  company.  A  sa- 
lute was  fired  by  our  battery,  in  honor  of  the  day,  and 
at  9  A.  M.  a  table  was  spread  in  the  quarters,  with  plenty 
of  cake  and  egg  pop.  Private  George  C.  Almj^  was  de- 
puted to  call  on  and  invite  the  company  and  regimental 
olficers  to  visit  us  and  partake  of  the  good  things.  It 
was  a  very  enjoyable  occasion.  Colonel  Burnside  and 
Chaplain  Woodbury  making  some  pleasant  remarks. 

May  31st,  David  Little,  Fred  .T.  Peabody  and  Wil- 
liam Waldron,  of  Company  F,  were  discharged  on  sur- 
geon's certificate,   for  disability,   and  returned  home. 

About  the  first  of  .June  there  were  rumors  in  camp 
of  a  movement  of  troops;  extra  rations  were  cooked,  and 
other  i)reparations  made  for  a  forward  movement. 
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»liiiie  Oth,  John  S.  Eiiiis,  who  had  hfoii  compiiiiy  clerk, 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  sergeant-major  of  the 
regiment,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  John  P.  Shavv,  who  had  been  promoted  to  lieutenant 
in  the  2d  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  and  Augustus  French 
was  ap})ointed  company  clerk. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

KXPEDITION    TO    HARPEK's    FEKRY. 

On  Satnrda}^  8th  of  June,  orders  came  for  an  expe- 
dition to  Harper's  Ferry.  "Jlie  da}"  before  starting,  we 
had  issued  to  as  new  caps  of  the  French  forage  pattern, 
also  white  linen  havelocks,  to  wear  over  them,  which 
added  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  men,  being  likewise 
a  decided  protection  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the  June 
sun. 

June  10th,  tlie  regiment  broke  camp,  and  marching  to 
"\Vashin2;ton  took  cars  for  Baltimore,  arrivinii;  at  which 
place  we  marched  across  the  city  to  embark  for  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsj^lvania.  We  had  anticipated  trouble  in 
marching  tlirough  the  streets  of  Baltimore  ;  but  the  roughs 
of  the  then  rebellious  city  knew  better  than  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  a  regiment  and  battery  armed  and  equii)ped 
as  was  tlu'    1st  Khode    Island.     The    regiment   marched 
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tUToss  tlic  city  from  tlu»  depot  wlu'ic  we  I.-hkIimI,  without 
a  halt,  witli  its  l)aii(l  i)h>yiiiii'  iialioiinl  :i'rs.  WC  wvw  well 
supplied  with  ammiiiiitioii,  and  the  battery  could  have 
swept  the  streets  of  any  mob  essaying  to  obstruct  its 
progress.  We  soon  reached  and  l)oarded  the  cars,  ar- 
rivinii*  at  Chanibersburo;  at  noon,  11th,  and  starting' again 
l)y  rail  for  (ireencastle,  Pennsylvania,  which  place  we 
reached  at  sunset  the  same  day.  After  leaving  the  train 
we  marched  about  three  miles  beyond  the  town,  where 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  a  grove  beside  the  road. 
AVe  iiad  no  tents  nor  rations,  the  wagons  not  having 
come  iij).  Tiu'  regiment  formcil  in  a  iiollow  square, 
stacked  tiieir  muskets,  and  lay  down  on  the  ground, 
without  covering,  otiier  than  their  blankets;  sentinels 
were  posted  on  tiie  road,  the  battery  parked  in  the  rear 
of  the  regiment,  and  cvory  precaution  taken  against  sur- 
prise during  the  night.  Tents  arrived  the  next  morning 
at  daylight,  but  no  rations.  TIii'  tents  we  pitched  and 
made  preparations  for  a  few  days'  stay,  'I'roops  were 
all  the  time  coming  and  marching.  The  army  to  which  we 
were  at  that  time  attached,  com|)rised  about  nine  lluuisand 
men,  connnan<le«l  by  (ieneral  Tatlerson,  and  was  organ- 
izing for  an  attack  upon  Harpi-r's   Ferry. 
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June  12th,  at  noon,  Governor  Sprai>ne  rejoined  us, 
htiving  left  Rhode  Ishuid  at  once  on  learning  that  we  had 
departed  from  Washington. 

At  about  sunset,  while  many  of  the  regiment  were 
seated  on  fences  watching  the  passing  troops,  a  Penn- 
sylvania regiment  came  along  the  road,  halting  a  few 
moments  for  rest  in  front  of  our  camp.  Directly 
some  of  our  regiment  discovered  a  man  in  one  of  the 
Pennsylvania  companies  who  had  been  arrested  by  our 
regiment  as  a  spy,  while  we  were  quartered  at  the  Patent 
ollice  in  AVashington.  A  rush  was  made  for  him,  he  was 
dragged  from  his  company,  and  but  for  tlie  intervention 
of  some  of  our  ollicers  he  would  have  been  strung  up 
on  the  spot. 

Saturday  morning,  June  13th,  we  once  more  started, 
our  destination  being  A^'illiamsport,  Maryland,  distant 
fourteen  miles.  This  w^as  one  of  the  hardest  marches 
that  we  made.  The  weather  was  hot,  the  roads  rough 
and  dusty,  and  when  we  w^ent  into  camp  at  Williams- 
port,  there  was  only  one  ollicer  and  fourteen  men  of  our 
company  with  the  colors,  present.  The  balance  of  the 
company  were  exhausted,  and  were  straii"lino-  alono-  the 
road,  but  by  sunset  they  had  all  arrived  in  camp.     We 
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]»itclu'(l   our   Iciits   in  tin*   woods   mikI    rested   the   wliolc  of 
Smulav. 

Mondny  iiioniinLr,  Jiiiio  l')tli,  broke  on  nip  nt  dnyliiilit, 
iind  started  on  the  ro.id  for  II:ir})i'r's  Feriy.  We  li:ul 
barely  got  started,  when  a  mounted  orderly  arrived  from 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  with  orders  for  Colonel  Bnrn- 
slde  to  return  with  his  regiment  and  battery  to  Wash- 
ington,  at  once.  Harper's  Ferry  had  been  evacuated  by 
the  rebels,  who  were  also  movinii  in  the  direction  of 
Washin<2;ton.  Oui*  rei»iment  and  battery  set  out  at  once 
on  the  road  for  Ilagerstown,  arrivinLr  tiiere  at  noon. 
Without  stoi)pin<j;  we  marched  on  throuuh  Funkstown, 
arrivinjz;  at  IJoonsboro,  Maryland,  at  '^  r.  m.,  where  we 
halte«l  for  a  rest.  We  found  tiie  peopU'  of  tlie  place 
loyal,  and  disposed  to  sliow  us  every  possible  attention. 
We  halted  on  llic  public  s(piaiv,  or  (•()nunon,  and  the 
ladies  of  the  town  iialhered  in  larire  numbers  and  sup- 
plied many  of  us  with  cake  and  olliei-  refi'eshments. 
lieit'  the  ii'Liiment  and  battery  rested  until  .">  v.  m..  when 
till'  mar«*h  was  resumed.  Entering  a  pass  of  liu'  South 
Mountain,  the  aeelivitv  loomini:  up  on  both  sides,  every 
|»recaution  was  taken  auainst  any  possible  surprise  by  llu' 
enemy.       The   battery   was  divided,   one-half    in    the    a<l- 
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vance    and   the    remaiiulor    in    tlie    re^ar    of    the    column. 

At  9  r.  M.  we  reached  Middletown,  where  the  people 
showed  themselves  iu  large  numbers,  as  we  passed  their 
quiet  homes.  We  made  no  stop  at  Middletowu,  but 
tramped  along,  tired  and  hungry,  stopping  about  mid- 
night and  camping  on  a  hill  on  the  outskirts  of  Fred- 
erick City,  Maryland,  having  marched  thirty-six  miles 
since  daylight.  Men  from  all  the  companies  soon  col- 
lected rails  and  built  a  camp-fire,  illuminating  the  sur- 
roundino;  country  and  causing  the  rinj^iino-  of  a  fire  alarm 
in  Frederick  City. 

At  4  A.  :\i.  June  ISth,  we  broke  camp  and  marched 
into  Frederick,  iialting  at  some  old  barracks,  said  to  have 
been  Iniilt  (luring  the  Revolutionary  war.  We  were  the 
first  Union  troops  that  had  entered  Frederick  City  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  the  event  naturally 
caused  no  little  stir  among  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  semi- 
re'jellious  city.  Nearly  if  not  quite  all  its  prominent 
citizens  were  in  sympathy  with  the  rebel  cause,  and  we 
were  conseciueutly  not  regarded  by  them  with  any  degree 
of  favor.  The  ))resence,  however,  of  twelve  hundred 
well  drilled  and  disciplined  troops  and  a  battery  of  six 
rihed  guns,  proved  a  (juite  potent  reminder  of  what  might 
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bt*  expected  sliould  there  ))e  aii}"  uii'liie  iiiterfereiiee. 
Soon  after  entering  Frederick,  our  coinpiiny  was  inarched 
to  a  restanrant  and  provided  with  an  excellent  break- 
fust,  after  which  we  returned  to  the  old  barracks.  We 
were  given  permission  by  our  officers  to  look  mIkmU  tlie 
city,  with  orders  to  report  in  camp  at  noon.  Many  of 
the  citizens  were  found  to  be  true  Union  men,  by  wjiom 
we  were  courteously  received  and  kindly  treated,  and  I 
don't  believe  tliat  during  our  brief  stay  in  town  any 
member  of  the  regiment,  either  ))}'  word  or  deed,  left  any 
unfavorable  impression  among  the  inhabitants.  In  the 
afternoon,  just  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  regi- 
ment, a  dejjutation  of  Tnion  citizens,  both  men  and 
women,  waited  upon  us  and  presented  to  Mrs.  Kady 
IJrownell  an  elegant  American  Hag.  Mrs.  Hiownell  was 
the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Hrownell,  of  Company  II,  and 
wh(»n  her  husband  enbste(l,  in  Providence,  she  insisted 
on  accompanying  iiim,  and  was  with  thi-  icgimeut  during 
its  entire  term  of  service,  in  all  its  long  niarclies  shar- 
ing its  privations  and  enduring  its  hardships.  At  tlie 
liattle  of  Hull  Hun  she  was  on  the  skirmish  lin»'  with 
h«'r  husband,  who  was  at  the  time  a  sergeant.  Shf  wort' 
a   uniform  somewhat  similar  to  that    of  the  ri'giment,  and 
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was  pruliciciit  in  the  use  uf  a  revolvel"  and  a  sliurl,  sUaiglit 
sword,  that  she  alwaj^s  wore  suspended  at  her  side. 

At  about  4  p.  :\i.,  tlie  regiment  took  up  the  line  of 
march  for  the  depot,  to  take  cars  for  Washington.  In 
marching  through  one  of  the  principal  streets  leading  to 
the  depot,  a  crowd  of  rebel  toughs  issued  from  a  side 
street,  and  following  us,  volunteered  insulting  remarks 
concerning  us  and  the  flag.  Captain  Tew,  of  our  com- 
pany, had  at  that  time  a  colored  servant,  who  had  been 
with  us  for  some  time.  This  sootv  individual,  who  was 
known  by  the  name  of  John,  had  somewhere  on  the  march 
picked  up  an  antiquated  sword  and  belt,  which  he  had 
buckled  on  and  felt  very  proud  of.  The  sight  of  this 
negro,  thus  attired,  appeared  to  kindle  the  wrath  of  Fred- 
erick City's  chivalry  to  such  an  extent  that  they  attempt- 
ed to  seize  and  make  way  with  the  boy,  and  for  a  short 
time  the  excitement  ran  high.  Tlie  color  sergeant,  seeing 
that  an  attack  npon  us  was  threatened,  drew  his  revolv- 
er and  stood  on  the  defensive.  The  right  wing  of  tlie 
regimerit,  not  being  aware  of  the  disturbance,  continued 
on  its  march.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pitman,  who  was  in 
connnand  of  th;'  left  wing,  noticing  tiie  aspect  of  things, 
took  prompt   action,    iudting  tiie  ('oini)anies,   most  of  the 
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men  of  F  conipany  loading  their  muskets,  as  tlicv  ex- 
pected that  the  mob,  wliich  1)}'  tliis  time  had  hiriiely  in- 
creased in  num])ers,  would  make  an  attack.  At  this 
juncture  Colonel  P>urnside  rode  up  and  was  about  to 
issue  some  order  to  our  officers,  when  a  squad  of  city 
police,  or  home  <2;uard,  appeared  upon  the  scene  and 
dispersed  the  mol).  after  which  we  resumed  our  march, 
soon  arrivinir  at  tlie  d»'[)ot,  wliere  we  took  a  train  for 
Washinii;ton,  reaciiiuij;  tliat  place  at  daylight  the  next 
morniiig,  .June   IDth. 

Company  V  was  immediatelv  detailed  to  unload  tents 
and  other  l)a«i;gaji;e  from  the  cars,  The  regiment  marched 
Mt  oiicc  to  our  old  (juarters  at  Camp  Sprague.  While 
engaged  on  (Mir  work  of  uidoiidiiig,  our  ever  thoughtful 
commissar}*  seut  us  a  barrel  of  CMmj)  Sprague  ginger- 
bread, for  lunch,  and  souje  good  friend  of  tlie  company, 
I  never  knew  who,  furnished  us  witii  a  l)arri'l  of  '•  con- 
versation water"  lo  w;ish  it  down  with.  We  finislied 
oui-  woi  k  at  .'»  A.  .M.,  and  marched  out  to  camp,  wliere 
wc  found  a  nice  breakfast  awaiting  us.  We  resumed 
camp  dnties  at  once.  .Vlth(»ugh  we  had  been  on  a  tt'U 
days'  tiani]),  and  had  made  one  it\'  tlic  longest  mareht's 
that   had   up  lo  that  time   been    madi',  in  one  day,  by  an}' 
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troops,  and  had  not  (luring  tlie  whole  time  been  over- 
stocked Avith  rations,  all  the  boys  were  in  good  condi- 
tion and  in  readiness  foi'  any  duty  required  of  them. 
Saturday  June  'i2d,  at  3  a.  m.,  the  camp  was  aroused 
by  the  beating  of  drums,  and  for  a  few  minutes  all  was 
excitement,  until  it  was  announced  that  the  occasion  of 
the  alarm  was  the  arrival  at  our  camp  of  the  2d  Riiode 
Island  regiment,  via  Washington,  which  place  they  had 
readied  a  few  hours  previous,  and  were  waiting  outside 
to  allow  us  time  to  form  our  reiximent  so  as  to  receive 
them  in  true  military  style,  which  was  done  a  few  min- 
utes later,  and  K  Company,  Captain  Charles  W.  Tuin- 
er,  our  company  asked  to  breakfast  with  us  that  morn- 
ing. Tlie  2<1  Regiment  M'ent  into  camp  in  tents  In  a 
shady  grove  adjoining  us,  and  as  long  as  we  remained 
in  Waslrniiton,  both  regiments  mounted  guard  and  had 
dress  parade  together  every  day.  ^Nlany  orticers  of  the 
Second  had  seen  service  in  our  regiment  previous  to  the 
formation  of  tiieirs,  and  we  were  intimately  acquainted 
witli  numy  of  its  men,  particularly  those  from  Newport; 
and  the  men  of  our  company  will  always  look  back  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  those  days  in  the  summer 
of  '('.].   wlu'ii   tlie  men  of    tlie  two  regiments    passed    so 
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maiiy  pleasant  hours  in  oaoh  otners'  society.  The  asso- 
ciations  formed  at  that  time,  and  hiter  on  in  the  war, 
between  soldiers,  were  fraternal  in  their  character,  and 
to  tliis  day  the  same  feelinii'  exists  amono;  members  of 
the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  will  continue  as 
lonsjj  as  the  men  that  were  associated  with  us  shall  live. 
June  2.Sth,  the  1st  and  2d  Regiments,  with  the  band 
of  each,  and  the  two  Rhode  Island  lii>ht  batteries,  made 
a  parade  in  the  city  of  Washinsiton,  marching  up  through 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  to  the  White  House,  and  counter- 
mai'cliing  and  passing  in  review  before  the  President  and 
othiT  notables,  among  whom /A'as  the  venerable  General 
AVinlicld  Scott,  then  so  aged  and  feeble  as  to  be  unable 
to  stand,  sitting  in  a  chair  as  the  trooi)s  moved  past. 
Tile  parade  was  a  lirainl  showinsi"  for  Little  Hhody,  over 
two  thousand  mm  in  line,  and  so  linely  ollicered,  ariiu'tl 
and  ecjuipped.  The  Washington  pai)ers  were  entimsi- 
astic  in  their  praises  of  our  soldierly  appearance.  In 
this  parade  wi'  mai'ched  lull  company  fiont,  three  ranks 
deep.  Till'  IlnrdiT  tactics  were  then  in  use  in  the  army, 
but  on  tiiis  oecasion  we  observed  the  three-ranU  form- 
ation prescribed  in  the  Scott  tactics  previous  to  the  war. 
The  old  (ieneral   was  highly   pleased  to  see  troops  thus 
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formed,  as  he  was  the  originator  or  the  three-rank  form- 
ation, and  I  do  not  think  he  ever  before  or  after  saw 
so  many  troops  arranged  in  that  manner.  AYe  returned 
to  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  and  at  evening  parade  Colonel  Burn- 
side  complimented  the  troops  highly  for  their  soldierly 
bearing  and  general  behaviour  while  in  the  city  that  day. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  2d  Regiment,  a  chancre 
was  made  in  the  detail  for  camp  guard.  Previous  to  this 
tliere  were  ten  men  and  a  non-commissioned  officer  de- 
tailed every  day  from  each  company,  for  guard  duty, 
liut  owing  to  the  increased  size  of  the  camp,  it  was 
necessary'  that  more  men  should  be  detailed,  consequent- 
ly an  order  was  issued  that  a  full  company  from  each 
reii'iment  be  detailed  every  day  for  that  duty.  This  new 
order  of  things  was  the  occasion  for  considerable  argu- 
ment among  the  members  of  Company  F,  and  we  had 
iiu'ii  with  us  who  were  always  ready  for  an  arirument, 
parlicuhirly  if  they  believed  they  would  be  benefitted  by 
il.  Albeit,  wliile  most  of  the  company  were  ever  ready 
Mild  willing  to  olii'y  ever}'  order  emanating  from  proper 
autii<nitv.  iluTc  were  yet  some  who  always  reserved  the 
right.  :is  tht'V  tliuiiglit.  to  growl.  Some  contended  tliat 
it   WMS  contrary   1<»  aniiy  n'gulations,   and   that  Company 
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F  could  ii(»t  hv  tliiis  (IctnikMl,  they  were  the  color  com- 
i)anv  of  the  reiriment,  and  in  case  of  an  alarm,  if  the 
entire  conii)anv  were  detailed  for  extraneous  duty  the 
colors  would  l)e  without  a  ouanl.  TJie  matter  was  finally 
n*ferred  to  Colonel  l>urnside,  who  at  once  decided  that 
the  color  <i:uard  of  eiiiiit  men  were  exempt  from  i^ener- 
al  <i;uard  dutv.  hut  the  balance  of  the  company  would 
mount  <i"uard.  It  would  seem  as  thouuh  this  should  have 
settled  the  matter,  hut  such  was  not  the  fact;  in  a  few 
days  Company  F  was  detailed  for  iruard  duty,  and  at  the 
propel"  time  we  were  marched  upon  the  i)arade  ground, 
the  customary  evolutions  pertainiiifi;  to  u;uar(l  mount  «»:one 
throuirli  with,  and  the  order  was  ii:iven  to  marcli  the  jjuard 
off  to  the  iruard-house.  OtT  we  started,  the  l»and  play- 
in;:;,  liut  on  oni-  arrival  at  the  «2;uard-house  our  first  ser- 
jieant  was  n<)t  witli  us,  and  on  lookini;  in  the  direction 
i)f  the  parade  i^round  In-  was  observed  standiuLi  tiiero 
alone,  Hohinson  CiMisoe  like,  "monarch  of  all  he  sur- 
veyed." ( )n  heiiii:  ie(juestt'(l  hv  th*'  adjutant  to  rei>orl 
for  duty,  he  ohji'cted  to  doinir  so,  and  went  to  his  <|uar- 
ters.  lie  was  soon  orden'd  to  report  at  head(|uarters, 
chariTi'd  with  ilisohedieiice  of  ordi'is.  Iml  w.-is  Mljowed  to 
.L!;ive   his   reasons   U>r   not   eomplyinjj:   ^^itli   orders  relatin*; 
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to  guard  duty,  which  he  readily  did.  They  were  that  a 
1st  sergeant  of  a  company  was  not  a  duty  sergeant, 
and  was  consequently  by  the  regulations  exempt  from 
such  duty  while  in  camp.  The  matter  being  referred  to 
Colonel  Bui'nside,  that  officer  promptly  ruled  tliat  the 
sergeant  was  right,  and  ever  after  the  1st  sergeants  of 
companies  were  relieved  from  service  in  that  direction 
while  in  camp.  It  was  a  notable  circumstance,  which  I 
wish  to  record  here,  that  while  Colonel  Burnside  always 
exacted  of  us  a  strict  compliance  with  all  orders,  he  was 
at  the  same  time  ready  and  wilhng  to  listen  and  act 
upon  any  complaint  from  officers  or  men,  and  invariably 
his  decisions  were  just.  He  treated  all  alike,  and  was 
ever  on  the  look  out  for  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the 
men.  As  an  illustration  of  General  Burnside's  ideas  of 
duty,  it  was  decided  to  erect  a  temporary  structure  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  religious  services  on  tlie  Sabbath. 
One  day  tlie  sei'geant-major  made  a})plication  to  the  cap- 
tains of  companies  for  a  detail  of  mechanics  for  this 
work,  in  response  to  which  details  were  sent  from  all 
except  one  of  the  companies,  the  captain  of  this  com- 
pany stating  to  the  sergeant-major  in  response  that  he 
had  no  meciuinics.  his  company   being  com])osed  wholly 
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of  l)usiness  men  and  clerks.  This  circumstance  beins: 
duly  reported  to  Colonel  Burnside,  he  instructed  the  ser- 
tjeant  major  to  direct  tiie  caj^tain  of  that  com])any  to  de- 
tail ten  men  at  once,  as  there  were  some  foundation  holes 
to  diir,  and  he  did  not  wish  mechanics  to  do  that  sort 
of  work. 

Fourth  of  July  was  celelu'ated  by  both  regiments  in 
camp.  There  was  a  review  of  the  reo;iments  and  bat- 
teries, and  services  held  appropriate  to  the  da}',  in  which 
were  included  sinijinji;,  music  by  the  bands,  and  an  ora- 
tion by  Kev.  Father  (^uiini.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
sports  of  all  kinds;  a  member  of  the  second  retjiment 
<»;tive  a  ti<j;ht  ro])e  performance,  and  a  member  of  the 
battery  procured  and  turned  loose  a  ])it!:,  well  i^reased, 
said  porker  to  become  the  property  of  tiie  one  that  could 
catch  :ind  liold  him;  piizes  were  olTiu'ed  for  the  cliam- 
])ion  wrestler  and  clos»;  dancer,  respectively,  both  of  which 
were  captured  by  members  of  Company  F,  notwitiistand- 
iiiii  llu'y  liad  to  ('oinj)i'te  with  picked  men  from  both 
re_$<iments.  .lames  Markham  took  tiie  clo«;  dancer  prize, 
and  .b>hii  11.  Robinson  laid  every  man  o!i  his  back  that 
pieseiited    liimseit'   l»ef<nc   him. 

We    now    commenced     to     iiavi*    earlv    morninir    <lrill. 
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Every  mornino:,  directly  after  sick  call,  all  the  conipan- 
ies  of  the  regiment  moved  out  of  camp  in  different  di- 
rections, for  one  hour's  drill  before  breakfast.  This  new- 
order  was  not  relished  any  better  by  the  officers  than  the 
men,  there  was  seldom  more  than  one  officer, with  us  on 
these  occasions,  and  often,  as  soon  as  a  point  outside  the 
camp  had  l)een  reached,  the  order  to  rest  was 
given,  particularly  if  there  was  a  shady  place  handy ; 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  those  morning  drills  did 
not  add  much  to  our  efficiency  as  soldiers. 

On  the  morning  of  July  9th,  the  battery  of  the  2d  Re- 
giment were  marching  out  for  drill,  and  when  a  short 
distance  from  camp  one  of  the  ammunition  chests  ex- 
ploded, killing  one  man,  and  juortally  wounding  the  cor- 
poral of  the  gun,  the  latter  dying  in  a  few  hours;  the 
caisson  was  l)lown  to  pieces,  and  the  wheel  horses  fatally 
injured.  That  afternoon  funeral  services  were  hi4d  in  the, 
camp  of  the  2d  Regiment,  and  the  remains  of  the  de- 
ceased conu'ndes  were  that  evening  put  on  board  the  cars 
for  transportation  to  Pi'ovidence. 

A])out  the  Kith  of  .July,  there  were  rumors  in  camp 
of  ;in  intended  ndvnnce  into  Virginia  ;  extra  rations 
were  or<h'i(*d,   and   new   shoes  issued   to  the  company. 
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July  nth  Edvvnnl  V»'ilsoii.  of  V  conipaiiy,  who  ]nu\ 
desorted  at  P^rederick  Cit}^  returned  to  camp,  was  phiced 
in  tlie  iiuard  house,  and  at  dress  parade,  July  12th,  his 
disiionorahle  discharge  was  read  to  the  regiment.  Wil- 
liam II.  Durfce  and  George  8.  Ward  were  the  same  day 
disciiarged  on  account  of  disability. 

July  Hill,  we  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  at  short  notice,  in  light  marching  order,  with  no 
tents  or  unnecessary'  baggage.  The  order  was  received 
by  tlie  men,  generally,  with  much  enthusiasm,  and  as  a 
decided  relief  fiom  ihe  monotonous  existence  incident 
to  camp  duty.  The  men  had  come  out  there  to  assist 
in  putting  down  the  rebellion  and  sustaining  the  honor 
of  tlic  tlag,  and  as  their  term  of  service  drew  towards 
a  close,  they  felt  anxious  that  their  journey  to  and  so- 
jouin  in  Washington  and  vieinity  should  be  i)roductivi' 
in    lesults. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ADVANCE    INTO    VIKGINIA,    AND    BATTLE    OF    liULL    RLN. 

Oil  the  morumg  of  July  IGth,  canie  the  order  to  move. 
F  Company  mounted  guard,  that  morning,  in  marching 
order,  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  our  boxes, 
three  days'  rations  in  our  haversacks,  and  Ulankets 
strapped  on  our  backs.  Both  regiments  formed  on  the 
parade  ground  at  10  a.  m.  Our  company  was  relieved 
from  guard  and  took  its  position  in  line,  with  the  colors. 

Kotli  res2:imeiits  marched  into  AVashiniiton,  the  battery 
of  the  2d  Regiment  accompanying  us.  The  camp  was 
left  in  charge  of  about  sixty  men  of  tlie  regiment,  who 
had  been  on  the  sick  roll,  but  had  so  far  recovered  as 
to  be  ill  condition  for  camp  duty.  Corporal  Nicolai  and 
I'rivatt'  Trri'i'll,  of  our  company,  liad  1)ih'1i  oii  the  sick 
roil,  but  insisted  on  takiiiir  their  place  in  tiie  ranks,  and 
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inarched  iuto  the  city,  luit  were  o])lige(l  to  return  to  camp 
the  same  night,  not  l^eino-  sutliciently  strong  to  endure 
the  march. 

Arrived  in  the  city,  we  halted  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  our  brigade,  compris- 
ing, ])esides  our  own  and  the  2d,  the  7th  New  York  and 
2d  New  Hampsliire  and  2d  Rhode  Island  Light  Battery, 
to  join  us,  the  whole  comprising  the  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  commanded  by  General  Hunter.  Tt  was 
late  in  liie  afternoon  before  we  were  ordered  to  move. 
All  day  troops  had  been  crossing  Long  Bridge,  and  we 
liad  to  wait  until  the  whole  of  the  First  Division  of  in- 
fantry, artillery  and  cavalry  had  crossed.  The  army 
consisted  of  about  forty-four  thousand  men,  connnanded 
by  General  McDowell;  there  was  also  attaciied  to  the 
colunni   M    battalion  of   I'nited   States  Marines. 

Our  brigade  crossed  Long  Bridge  ;il  al)out  \  r,  m., 
and  marcluMJ  wiili  our  entire  Division  as  far  as  Anan- 
dale,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  niglit  in  the  fields  be- 
Hido  the  road.  S(mmi  aft<'r  halting,  the  boys  began  to 
think  about  su{)per,  and  little  lires  wen*  kindled,  colb-e 
made,  in  our  tin  cnps,  aii(|  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
greati'r  j)art   of  \\n-   tlwi-r  days'  rations   issui**!   to  us  that 
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mornino-  wore  ooiisnmod  thut  iiioht.  After  sup]')*-!',  rolling 
our  blankets  about  us,  we  lay  down  on  the  ground  and 
enjoyed  a  good  night's  rest,  notwithstanding  that  quite 
a  shower  of  rain  fell  durinof  the  nioht. 

We  were  on  the  road  aoain  soon  after  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Hunter's  Division,  to  which  we  were  attached, 
luarched  on  the  direct  road  to  Fairfax  Court  House. 
Soon  after  leaving  Anandale,  signs  of  the  enem^-'s  pres- 
ence began  to  be  visible :  the  roads  were  blocked  with 
trees  that  had  been  felled  and  piled  across  the  way, 
some  of  the  obstructions  so  completely  filling  the  road, 
that  we  were  oblioed  to  make  a  detour  around  them, 
through  the  fields.  A  company  of  sappei"s  and  miners 
attached  to  the  71st  New  York,  and  a  detail  of  men 
from  the  2d  New  Hampshire,  with  their  axes  cleared  the 
road  for  the  artillery  to  pass.  Earthworks  were  occa- 
sionally found  in  the  rear  of  these  obstructions,  thrown 
across  the  road ;  but  in  every  instance  they  had  been 
abandoned  as  we  approached  them ;  in  some  of  these 
there  were  evidences  of  their  having  been  occupied  l)y  the 
rebels  the  night  previous. 

The  '1(\  Rhode  Island,  which  was  at  the  head  of  the 
column,   was  now  ordered  to  send  out   .skirmishers;   also 
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the  carl)ineer  coiTipan}^  Captain  Goddard,  uf  our  regi- 
ment, was  detailed  for  skirmish  duty.  AVe  advanced 
cautiously,  and  soon  a  halt  was  ordered.  Firing  at  the 
front  was  heard,  where  our  skirmishers  Avere  driving  the 
rebels  back.  Colonel  Burnside,  riding  through  our  ranks, 
ordered  us  to  load  our  muskets  and  be  sure  and  obey 
all  orders  from  our  ollicers. 

It  was  now  a])out  'J  a.  m.,  and  we  knew  that  we  were 
nearing  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  knew  also  that  tlie 
enemy  were  there  in  force  and  would  resist  our  advance, 
which  tliey  no  dou])t  would  have  done,  had  it  not  been 
tiiat  tht'y  had  knowledge  of  the  otiior  two  Divisions  of 
our  army  under  Generals  Tyler  and  Ileintzelman,  wlio 
were  advancing  rapidly  on  other  roads  leading  to  Fair- 
fax. After  a  halt  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  the  order  to 
advance  was  given,  and  in  a  short  time  we  marched 
into  Fairfax  Court  House  witjjout  having  lired  a  gun, 
the  rebels  having  retreated  in  such  haste  as  to  leave  tiieir 
tents  standing,  and  in  many  of  their  camps  we  found 
clothinji  and  bajj;":age  of  various  kinds.  The  2d  Khode 
Island  Hegimeiit  pursued  the  retreating  enemy  a  short 
distance  beyond  tin-  town.  As  we  marched  into  the  place 
t])e    band    plav»'d    Vanl^ee    DoodK',  and    tiie  color  sergeant 
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of  til.'  '2d  Ni.w  Ilampsh're  mounted  to  the  cupola  and 
hoisted  his  Hag. 

We  soon  had  possession  of  the  town,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  the  Division  were  stationed  in  different  local- 
ities. We  captured  a  Southern  mail  that  had  just  ar- 
rived, {.nd  soon  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Post 
Otllce  was  covered  with  mail  matter  of  all  kinds.  AVe 
had  quite  a  treat  reading  some  of  the  letters  that  were 
picked  up,  particularly  those  written  by  fair  rebels  in 
the  sunry  south,  who  never  dreamed  that  eyes  other  tlian 
those  of  their  adored  would  scan  their  contents ;  but  in 
time  of  wi.r  thinas  are  "miuhtv  onsartin,"  to  whicli  love 
letters  constitute  no  exception. 

Nearly  all  the  inhabitants  had  left  the  place  on  our 
rpproach,  leaving  behind  their  household  furniture  and 
goods.  About  all  the  residences  of  the  so  called  chiv- 
ali-y  were  left  in  charge  of  one  or  more  colored  servants 
of  the  family,  and  in  somiC  instances  these  houses  were 
])rotected  from  plunder  through  a  guard  placed  over  them 
by  order  of  our  commanding  ollicer,  while  many  of 
the  homes  of  the  poorer  classes  were  broken  into  and 
jihindered  of  articles  of  all  kinds.  For  the  first  three 
iiours   of  our  occup:.tio:i   of    the   place,   tliis  state  of  af- 
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fairs  existed.  The  men,  not  beini:;  restrained  of  their  lib- 
ert}',  roamed  wherever  tliey  saw  fit,  and  everybody,  offi- 
cers as  well  as  men,  appeared  anxious  to  gobble  up  every- 
thing within  their  reaoh,  (tlie  term  "stealing"  in  con- 
nection with  it  appeared  to  have  become  obsolete,  there, 
articles  looted  being  viewed  in  the  light  of  spoils  of  war.) 
While  some  hunted  for  relics,  others  were  in  pursuit  of 
something  to  eat,  and  others,  still,  would  appropriate  to 
themselves  anything  they  could  lift,  or  that  ''  was  not 
nai]{'<l  down,"  whether  it  would  be  of  any  use  to  them 
or  not,  and  I  actually  saw  one  man  with  more  plunder 
than  could  be  loaded  into  an  ordinary  express  wagon. 
One  man  of  our  company  who  had  looted  a  large  linen 
table  covering  was  so  afraid  tliat  some  one  would  steal 
it  from  him,  that  he  made  a  square  package  of  it  and 
secreted  it  inside  his  blouse,  which  act  of  his,  wlietiier 
meritorious  or  otiierwise,  doubtless  was  the  means  of 
saving  a  life  at  Hull  Kuu  the  next  Sunday,  wiien  Allen 
Caswell  was  wounded  in  the  stomacii,  the  force  of  the 
shot  being  broken  by  the  aforesaid  table  covering. 

Soon  after  noon  matters  got  (piieted  down  a  little. 
Tlie  I'Utire  army  was  at  or  near  I'aiifax  ;  guards  were 
posted  on  ail  llie  roads,  and  an   older  was  issued  tiuit  any 
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man  canglit  looting  or  committing  any  depredation  should 
be  committed  to  Alexandria  jail  for  six  mouths.  But  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  guards  had  seen  one-half 
the  stealing,  or  heard  the  dying  squeals  of  those  orphan 
pigs  as  they  were  being  slain  for  supper  that  night,  Al- 
exandria's jail  would  have  been  a  full  house,  and  the 
fighting  force  of  the  army  materially  reduced.  All  the 
companies  of  the* regiment  had  one  or  more  men  that 
excelled  others  not  only  in  their  proficiency  as  soldiers, 
but  they  were  "professors"  in  any  art  or  device  that 
tended  to  add  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  themselves,  par- 
ticularly when  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  their  own  rations.  Just  such  a  man 
as  this  we  had  in  our  company.  James  Markham  never 
was  known  to  have  au  empty  haversack,  and  always  man- 
aged to  procure  a  full  supply  of  rations,  even  at  times 
at  great  personal  risk.  Just  before  dark  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  day  of  our  occupation  of  Fairfax,  and  after 
the  before  mentioned  order  had  been  given,  this  man 
Markham  was  on  guard  on  a  narrow  road  leading  out  of 
the  town  ;  on  the  side  of  the  road  where  he  was  pacing 
was  a  tight  board  fence,  and  on  the  side  opposite  a 
zio--znir.  or  '' Vir'j,-inia  "  rail    fence.     Markham's  attention 
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was  called  by  some  one  to  a  slioat  pijL!^  that  had  all  day 
escaped  the  "  slau^•htel•  of  the  innocents,"  and  was  at  that 
moment  making  tlie  best  of  his  way  toward  the  mater- 
nal nest.  The  temptation  on  Markham's  part  to  cap- 
ture this  sprig  of  porkdom  was  too  miiility  to  be  over- 
come by  any  lingering  fear  of  Alexandria's  dungeon, 
so  instantly  clapping  his  musket  to  his  shoulder  lie 
blazed  away,  with  the  result  of  piggy's  dropping  in  his 
tracks,  without  so  much  as  an  audible  grunt.  He  sprang 
out,  and  lind  l)arely  secured  his  prey,  when  a  mounted 
olhcer  with  a  squad  of  cavalry  came  galloping  down  the 
road.  Markham  proved  himself  equal  to  tlie  occasion  ; 
(juick  as  tliought  he  tucked  tlie  hind  legs  of  the  animal 
underneatli  his  waist-l)elt  beiiind  him,  and  backing  u}) 
against  the  fence,  coolly  i)resented  arms  to  the  provost 
guard  as  tliey  approached,  and  in  reply  to  the  otiicer's 
incpiiry,  "Wiio  liii'd  tliat  shot?"  answered,  ''It  was  a 
sentry  i)eyon(i,  down  the  road."  Tlie  guard  rode  <»n, 
down  the  road,  luit  it  is  presumed  tiiey  never  learned 
v,\\\\  aiiv  deiiTee  of  accuracy   "who  lired   that  siiot." 

Our  company  was  cU'taiied  U)V  picket  guard,  that  night. 
Brigade  gm.rd  n.oimt  took  place  in  tlic  woods  at  sunset. 
Our   reLrimeiital    U..iid,    ltd    by    llie    veteran   .Joe   (Jreene, 
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played  his  familiar  piece,  "The  IMocking  Bird."  Our 
company  was  marched  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  and 
posted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  picket  guard 
head  quarters  were  established.  At  about  11  p.  m.,  about 
one-half  of  our  company  relieved  a  company  of  the  14th 
Brooklyn,  the  balance  of  the  company  not  going  on  until 

1  A.  M.  There  was  occasional  firing  by  the  outer  picket, 
or  cavalry  vidette,  during  the  night.  General  McDowell 
had  his  headquarters  that  night  in  a  covered  carriage  in 
the  rear  of  an  old  blacksmith  shop,  privates  Charles  E. 
Lawton  and  Silas  D.  DeBlois,  of  V  Company,  being  on 
post  near  the  carriage. 

At  daylight,  July  18th,  we  were  ordered  to  report 
to  the  reoiment.  The  army  now  started  on  the 
road  to  Centreville,  and  marched  until  about  1)  a.  m., 
when  a  halt  was  ordered.     We  lay  in  the  road  until  about 

2  p.  M.,  waitius;  for  the  divisions  on  the  other  roads  to 
come  up.  At  about  3  p.  m.,  firing  was  heard  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Centroville,  and  we  started  at  once,  for  some 
distance  going  on  the  double-quick.  The  occasion  of  the 
firing  was  soon  ascertained  to  be  that  some  of  the  troops 
of  tlie  First  Division  liavins;  advanced  to  the  vicinity  of 
Blackburn's   Ford,   were   fired    upon    l)y   the  er.emy,   wlio 
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were  tliere  in  force,  and  after  an  eniiaij;enient  of  al)oiit 
an  liour  the  Union  troops  fell  back,  having  lost  about 
twenty  men.  We  continued  on  our  march  that  after- 
noon, to  near  Centreville,  where  we  were  ordered  to  camp. 
Hunter's  entire  division  ^vere  encamped  in  the  fields  on 
Ijotli  sides  of  tlie  Warrenton  Road,  and  we  were  that 
night  given  to  understand  that  we  would  probably  remain 
there  a  day  or  two ;  consequently  the  next  morning,  July 
r.'th,  we  commenced  to  construct  temporary  huts  of  pine 
trees  and  ])onghs  for  a  shelter.  That  afternoon  we  had 
fresh  beef  sent  us  in  the  shape  of  live  cattle,  wliich  were 
distril)Uted  to  the  troops,  two  to  each  regiment.  Ser- 
geant Major  .Tolm  S.  Kngs,  of  our  company,  asked  the 
privilege  of  shooting  one  of  tliese  animals,  wliich  ]»eing 
granted,  he  armed  himself  with  a  l^urnside  carbine  and 
lired  at  about  twenty  paces,  striking  the  ox  in  the  fore 
sliouldi-r;  the  animal  started  on  the  run,  everybody  af- 
ter him,  the  sergeant  major  leading  the  charge.  The  ox, 
after  a  chase  of  half  an  liour  or  more,  succumbed  to 
exhaustion  and  was  readily  despatclied ;  the  remaining 
ox  was  kiiU'd  by  a  man  who  understood  the  business. 
We  broih'd,  fried  and  stewed  our  fresh  beef  tliat  nigiit, 
and   made  ourselves  as  comft)rtable  as  possible. 
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Saturda}^,  July  20tli,  we  loafed  around  camp,  wrote 
letters  home,  and  visited  other  camps.  At  sunset  we  had 
dress  parade,  when  orders  were  read  to  be  iu  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  for  no  man  to  leave 
his  company  during  the  night.  Our  dress  parade  was 
witnessed  by  General  McDowell,  his  staff  and  officers, 
besides  officers  and  men  from  other  regiments ;  both  the 
Rhode  Island  regiments  were  in  line.  After  dress  parade 
the  usual  religious  services,  (wliich  were  never  omitted 
while  in  camp,)  were  held,  followed  by  the  singing  of 
the  Doxology.  To  many  who  stood  at  parade  rest,  that 
evening,  listening,  with  heads  uncovered,  to  those  words 
of  comfort  and  encouragement  from  our  chaplain,  it  was 
to  be  the  last  attended  on  earth,  for  ere  the  setting  of 
another  sun,  they  would  be  13'ing  dead  on  the  fields  of 
INIanassas.  At  tattoo  roll-call  we  were  informed  by  our 
officers  that  our  regiment  would  probably  march  at  day- 
light. The  boys  rolled  their  blankets  around  them,  and 
lying  down,  secured  what  little  sleep  they  could,  with 
thoughts  busy  with  tlie  dear  ones  ar  home  and  the  pro- 
bable events  of  the  morrow. 

At  aljout  2  A.  ■Ni.  Sunday,  21st,  the  call  sounded,  and 
on   every  side  and   in   :.ll  directions  was  heard  the  sound 
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of  tlie  biiuk'  and  the  diuiin,  onllinti"  tlio  soldiers  from  tlicir 
sleep ;  and  before  the  echoes  of  those  buole  notes  had 
ceased  reverberatino;  amono'  the  Virginia  hills,  our  l)ri"- 
ade  was  in  line  on  the  road,  and  ready  to  move.  We 
were  fully  assured  in  our  minds  that  a  battle  was  to  be 
fouiiht  that  day ;  in  fact  Colonel  r>urnside  had  the  day 
V)efore  stated  to  our  oflicers  that,  although  the  period  for 
Miiich  we  enlisted  hud  expired,  he  did  not  puri)ose  to 
turn  back  at  such  a  time,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and 
when  the  iiovernmcnt  needed  our  services ;  and  it  is  to 
tlic  credit  of  tlie  rei2:inient,  and  tlu*  State  of  TJhode  Island, 
that  re,iz;ardless  of  the  expiration  of  our  term  of  enlist- 
ment we  manfuUv  did  our  duty  durini>-  tluU  camnaiiiu. 
The  order  to  mai'tli  haviuLi  been  ojiven,  we  tramped 
steadily  alonir  the  Warrentou  Koad,  no  sounds  bein;i; 
lieard  save  tlie  steady  tread  of  tlu'  soldiers,  and  the 
occasional  low  words  of  counuaud  from  the  olllcers; 
the  stars  were  still  visible,  and  the  nearly  full  moon  was 
goinji;  down  behind  the  western  hills.  At  about  dayli.uhl 
we  passed  through  CentrevilK',  and  soon  arrived  at  the 
small  lu'idge  at  Cub  Run.  ^Vjlile  on  tlu'  road  that 
moruin;^,  we  were  (piitr  surprised  to  sic  'I'luodore  W. 
Kinir.  of  mij- comjjauy,  join  us.      lie   had    lu-eu  (juite   sick 
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in  the  hospital  ut  Ceiitreville  for  two  daj^s,  but  hearing 
of  our  regiment  passing  on  the  road,  he  left  the  hospital 
and  started  for  his  company,  saying  that  if  there  was 
any  fighting  to  be  done,  his  place  was  with  Company  F. 
King,  though  only  a  mere  boy,  did  his  duty  manfully  on 
that  eventful  day,  and  about  noon,  in  the  heat  of  the 
battle,   fell,   mortally  wounded. 

Just  before  arriving  at  Cub  Run,  we  met  on  the  road 
a  regiment  and  light  battery  going  to  the  rear.  In  reply 
to  questions,  they  said  their  time  was  out,  and  they  were 
going  home.  This  regiment,  the  4th  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  battery  of  the  8th  New  York,  were  the  recipients  of 
comments  from  our  men  not  in  the  hiohest  degree  com- 
plimentary  to  them  as  men  and  soldiers,  turning  back  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  that  must  have  caused  their 
cheeks  to  tingle  with  shame. 

The  whole  three  divisions  of  the  army  were  now  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cub  Run.  The  first  division.  General 
Tyler's,  was  ordered  to  cross,  after  doing  which  these 
troops  advanced  along  the  road  to  near  the  Stone  Bridge- 
We  crossed  Cub  Run  bridge  at  o.SO  a.  m.,  after  which 
we  struck  off  t()  the  riglit  tlu'ough  the  woods  from  the 
main   road. 
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At  precise!}'  0  a.  su  tlie  first  gun  was  fired,  l^y  T^'ler's 
forces,  the  object  being  to  engage  the  enemy's  attention 
^vllile  the  second  division  could  get  into  position  on  the 
left  and  rear  of  their  lines.  Soon  after  entering  these 
woods,  K  and  F  Companies  of  the  2d  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  carbineer  company  of  our  regiment,  were  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers.  Wlien  we  entered  these  woods  we 
had  with  us  a  guide,  dressed  in  citizen's  clothes,  riding 
a  grey  horse  at  the  head  of  the  brigade,  but  after  firing 
began  he  disappeared  from  view. 

At  10  A.  M.  we  arrived  at  Sudley  Ford,  where  we  were 
to  cross,  (ieneral  ^leDowell  and  staff  met  us,  and  we 
Were  informed  by  tiiem  that  the  enemy  were  moviuLT  a 
large  force  to  meet  us.  After  a  short  halt  for  the  pur- 
])()se  of  lilliiig  oiir  canteens,  we  forded  the  stream.  The 
lirinu'  of  'i'yler's  trooi)s  could  now  be  distinctly  heard. 
AVe  marciied  on  uj)  the  road,  p:isi  Sudley  Church  and  a 
numl)er  of  farm  houses;  a  female  standing  at  the  gate 
of  one  of  these  latter  made  the  remaik  in  our  lu'aring 
that  ihey  were  all  ready  for  us,  and  that  she  hoj^iMl  we 
would   all    ite   killed   before   night. 

Soon  after  passing  these  houses,  the  2d  Rhode  Island, 
who  were   in  the  advanec,  continued   on  in  the  main  road. 
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our  reoimcnt  braiichino;  off  into  and  tliroui»li  a  coroliekl. 
Our  skinnishers  were  now  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  driving  them  back ;  shells  were  exploding 
around  and  above  us  as  we  again  came  out  upon  the 
road.  Soon  we  passed  a  soldier  lying  near  a  fence, 
wounded.  It  proved  to  be  William  McCann,  of  K  Com- 
pany, (of  Newport)  of  the  2d  Rhode  Island ;  he  had 
been  struck  in  the  head  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  and  died 
soon  after.  I  think  he  was  the  first  man  wounded  be- 
lon^ino;  to  our  brigade. 

Our  entire  brigade  was  now  halted  in  a  huckleberry 
pasture,  on  the  edge  of  some  woods.  In  front  of  us 
was  a  rising  ground,  of  which  the  enemy  apparently  had 
gained  possession.  Shot  and  shell  were  falling  among  us 
on  every  side.  The  Second  Rhode  Island,  with  their 
battery,  were  at  once  ordered  to  advance  toward  this 
rising  ground,  or  hill,  and  in  doing  so  the  enemy  opened 
on  them,  and  for  about  twenty  minutes  we  stood  watch- 
ing them,  with  no  orders  to  advance  to  the  assistance 
of  our  sister  regiment.  At  this  time  the  division  com- 
mander, General  Hunter,  had  been  wounded,  and  Colo- 
nel Burnside  beino;  the  senior  Brio;adier,  took  command 
of  the  entire  division.     He  at  once  ordered  the  71st  New 
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York  to  the  assistance  of  the  2d  Rhode  Island.  Thoy 
advanced  a  short  distance,  and  then  h'ing  down,  refused 
to  proceed  further,  until  their  two  howitzers,  wliich  one 
of  their  companies  were  dragging  by  means  of  ropes, 
arrived  to  their  support.  Colonel  Burnside  then  gave  the 
command  for  the  1st  Rhode  Island  to  advance.  Before 
moving,  we  received  orders  to  unsling  lilankets  and  hav- 
ersacks and  lay  them  on  the  ground  at  our  feet.  We 
Tuai'clied  aw;iy  and  left  them,  and  never  s;iw  them  again. 
AVe  came  up  in  line  of  Imttle  on  the  right  of  the  2d 
Regiment  and  at  once  commenced  tiring.  Soon  the  men 
of  F  Company  tiiat  were  detailed  to  serve  in  the  carbi- 
neer compnny  joined  us;  they  had  been  on  the  skirmish 
line  all  tlie  forenoon,  but  became  somewhat  mixed  when 
the  firing  connnenced,  and  were  ordered  to  report  to  their 
respective  com])anies.  rb)lin  Rogers  was  one  of  the  de- 
tail, and  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg  while  running  across 
the  field  to  join  us. 

Our  regiment  was  so  posted,  that  to  preserve  the  line 
it  was  necessary  to  divi<l(>  our  company  by  a  rail  fiMict', 
a  portion  on  eacii  side.  John  I*.  IVckham  was  sliot  in 
the  Iliad  :nid  instantly  killcfl,  and  wjirn  lie  fell,  his  nnis- 
ket   which   he   was   usinii:   ftll   over  the   fence.      Our  color 
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sergeant,  Charles  Becherer,  was  shot  in  the  right  should- 
er and  disabled.  Albert  N.  Burdick,  1st  color  corporal, 
then  took  the  flag,  and  was  soon  wounded  in  the  arm  by 
a  nuisket  ball.  At  this  time  Governor  Sprague,  who  was 
actins:  as  aide  for  Colonel  Burnside,  rode  through  the  line 
to  go  to  the  left,  when  his  horse  was  struck  by  a  rifle 
ball  and  fell  dead,  the  Governor  going  down  with  him. 
Captain  Tew  and  Sergeant  Sherman  went  to  his  assist- 
ance, helping  him  to  regain  his  feet;  he  was  consider- 
ably bruised,  but  not  otherwise  injured.  After  two  color 
bearers  had  been  wounded,  the  regimental  flag  was  taken 
and  held  by  Private  Robert  D.  Coggeshall,  until,  by  order 
of  Captain  Tew,  he  was  relieved  by  Private  William 
Hamilton,  of  the  color  guard. 

Shot  and  shell  were  flying  in  all  directions ;  we  had 
lost  a  number  of  men,  and  the  other  companies  of  the 
regiment  had  suffered  considerable  loss.  An  otticer  now 
rode  in  front  of  our  regiment  and  gave  the  order  to  cease 
firing,  as  we  were  shooting  our  own  troops.  The  smoke, 
which  had  occasioned  this,  soon  lifted  in  our  front,  when 
we  discovered  a  regiment  bearing  the  union  flag  march- 
ing up  the  hill  in  our  direction.  When  a  short  distance 
from    us,   th('v  iiave  us  a  volley,   wliieh   we    returned  at 
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once,  when  they  tnrned  and  retreated  down  the  h".ll. 
This  reghnerit  was  the  4th  Alabama,  and  their  colonel, 
Egbert  Jones,  was  carried  to  our  field  hospital,  mortal- 
ly wounded.  Willi  others  of  our  regiment  I  went  over 
the  field  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  our  conclusion 
was  that  they  were  amply  repaid  for  the  cruel  and  un- 
manly deception  practiced  upon  us.  It  was  never  known 
wlio  the  officer  was  that  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing ; 
he  appeared  in  front  of  our  lines,  mounted,  with  sword 
ii])lifted  wlii'U  he  gave  the  order,  which  was  recognized 
l)y  our  company  Oilicers,  they  mistaking  him  for  an  aide- 
de-camp  or  staff  oflicer.  It  was,  however,  the  opinion 
of  many  of  the  regiment  at  the  time  that  he  was  a  rebel 
oflicer. 

Soon  the  firing  in  our  front  ceased.  Our  ammunition 
"was  all  expended,  we  having  been  under  fire  for  nearly 
four  hours,  and  had  driven  the  enemy  from  tliat  portion 
of  the  field.  Tiiis  position,  from  which  we  iiad  forced 
the  enemy  to  retire,  and  whicli  we  liien  iu'ld,  is  known 
as  Truck's  Hill,  and  was  reganle(l  us  a  position  of  nmch 
importance   for  owi'   forces. 

'I'lie  'I'hird  Division  had  now  nrrived,  and  were  counng 
Up  to  our  siipi)ort,   and   a   battalion   eacli   of   iu'gular   in- 
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faiitry  and  United  States  Marines  now  came  up  and  oc- 
cupied our  position,  while  our  brigade  w^as  marched  back 
into  the  woods  for  a  brief  rest  and  for  a  fresh  supply 
of  ammunition.  Having  stacked  our  muskets,  the  roll 
was  called  by  the  1st  sergeant,  and  men  detailed  to  look 
after  the  dead  and  wounded.  George  C.  Almy,  Chris- 
topher Barker  and  myself  were  detailed  to  go  for  water. 
Taking  as  man}"  of  the  men's  canteens  as  we  could  carry, 
we  wended  our  way  toward  a  small,  one-story  gambrel 
roof  farm  house,  which  was  being  used  by  our  surgeons 
as  a  field  hospital,  near  which  was  a  well  of  water.  The 
grounds  about  the  house  were  covered  with  wounded 
and  dying  men,  and  it  was  almost  like  fighting,  to  get 
a  supply  of  water  from  that  well.  We  however  succeed- 
ed in  filling  a  portion  of  our  canteens  and  returned  with 
them  to  the  company.  Almost  immediately  after  our  iir- 
rival  back  to  where  the  company  were  resting,  the  order 
was  given  to  "fall  in."  Heavy  firing  was  now  again 
heard  on  our  right,  and  our  oflicers  informed  us  that  the 
regiment  was  to  change  position.  Soon  troops  began  to 
march  past  us  in  great  confusion  ;  our  regiment  marched 
out  upon  the  road  and  halted.  A  body  of  troops  passed 
us  headed  for  the  rear,  among  them  two   companies  of 
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lingular  (.'aviilry,  whoso  iiriiioipal  pnrlif'i[)ation  in  tli',„*  day's 
engafrement  had  heen  the  perforinaneo  of  scmi-aide-de- 
canip  duty. 

AVc  were  ])y  this  time  satisfied  in  our  minds  that  our 
army  was  retreatino;.  At  tliis  iuneture  our  briiijade  start- 
ed  back  on  the  road  along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and 
soon  reached  the  Warren  ton  road  leading  to  the  Stone 
liridge.  Our  regiment  preserved  good  order  until  they 
had  nearly  reached  the  bridge ;  the  enemy  had  a  battery 
in  position  to  rake  the  road  over  which  the  retreat  was 
being  conducted,  and  on  arriving  in  proximity  to  the 
bridge,  we  found  it  to  Ix'  completely  blocked  with  teams; 
n  large  army  wagon  had,  in  crossing,  been  struck  by  a 
slu'll  and  tiie  horses  killed.  The  linttery  of  the  "id  Rhode 
Jslainl  Regiment  were  there,  and  four  of  their  six  guns ; 
after  getting  one  of  these  over,  they  dismounted  and  spiked 
the  remaining  three,  the  men  and  horses  fording  the 
stream.  In  our  regiment  it  was  impossible  to  })reserve 
order,  and  ours,  like  that  of  the  others,  became  a  go-as- 
you-please  march  in  fording  tlie  stream;  (lovernor 
Sprague  strove  to  liall  tlir  regiment  and  make  a  stand 
to  beat  back  tlir  cnt'iny,  wlieri'upon  Colonel  Uurnside 
veiv    pi'oniptlv    informed    tlu'   ( loNciiior,    in    iinmistakabh' 


02  IIISTOKY    OF    COMPANY    F. 

tind  ip.coutrovertible  langnnire,  tliat  himself  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Regiment.  After  cross- 
ing, the  road  branched  off  to  the  left,  beyond  the  range 
of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  our  regiment  re-formed  and 
waited  until  most  of  the  demoralized  troops  had  passed, 
after  which  we  marched  in  orood  order  back  to  our  bush 
camp  at  Centreville  that  we  had  left  in  the  morning,  reach- 
ing there  at  9  p.  m.,  tired,  hungry,  thirsty  and  dusty, 
and  many  of  the  regiment  wounded.  To  add  to  our 
general  discomfort,  a  drizzling  rain  had  set  in,  and  we  were 
without  blankets,  having,  as  before  stated,  left  them  ou 
the  field,  with  our  haversacks,  before  going  into  action. 
"We,  however,  lay  down  in  our  bush  huts,  expecting  to 
remain  until  morning ;  but  about  midnight  we  were 
aroused  and  ordered  to  start  on  the  road  to  Washington. 
The  drizzle  had  not  abated  and  the  night  was  dark ;  we 
had  been  in  a  state  of  continued  and  unusual  activity 
since  2  o'clock  the  previous  morning,  and  in  addition  had 
been  all  day  without  food.  Footsore  and  weary  we  start- 
ed on  our  march  of  twenty-six  miles  to  Washington,  and 
soon  after  daylight,  Monday,  July  22d,  reached  Long 
Bridge,  wdiere  we  made  a  halt  and  rations  were  served 
to  us,  and  at  ^  a.   m.   wc  crossed  over  to  Washington, 
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iind  uuirehed  across  tlie  city  to  our  (»M  Iiome  at  Camp 
vSprague.  The  I'oll  was  calksl,  a  ration  of  wliiskey  was 
j^iveii  us,  and  all  turned  in  for  a  mncli  needed  and  well 
earned  rest. 

OI'INIOXS    ON    THE    r.ATTLE. 

IMany  opinions  have  l)een  given  as  lo  the  causes  that 
led  to  the  defeat  of  the  Union  army  at  Bull  Run.  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  who  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  l)attle, 
said  it  was  tlie  best  planned  and  worst  fought  battle  of 
tlu!  war.  It  has  l)een  said  by  some  writers  that  the 
plans  of  tile  connnandinu;  i!;eneral  were  not  carried  out, 
and  that  each  of  tiic  three  division  commanders  whose 
forces  were  actually  engaged  acted  on  their  own  respon- 
sil)ilitv  and  were  iroverned  by  circumstances.  It  is  a 
fact  well  known  to-day,  that  the  Union  army,  at  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  l)attle  Held,  were  in  numbers  (piile 
sullicient  to  h:ive  at  least  lield  any  and  every  position 
th:it  a  portion  <»f  thf  iiniiy  had  gaiiu'd.  On  a  ninp  now 
in  possession  of  CliarK's  K.  Lawton  Post,  (1.  A.  K.  of 
this  city,  of  Bidl  K'un  bMitK-lii'lil,  drawn  under  tiu'  <lirec- 
tiou  of  (Icnerals  M(d)owt'il  and  ruauifgard,  by  ordi-r  of 
llic  War   Department,  the   j)osition  of  every  ri'giment  ami 
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brigade  of  Loth  armies  at  the  commeucemeut  of  the  eii- 
gageiiient  is  defined,  and  in  a  note  appended  to  the  map 
it  is  stated  that  the  engagement  was  commenced  by  the 
Burnside  brigade,  a:id  it  is  a  historical  fact  recognized 
at  this  time,  that  tlie  battle  was  fonght  and  won  by  the 
Second  Division,  commanded  by  Burnside,  General  Hunter 
having  been  wounded  before  the  troops  had  been  brought 
into  position,  supported  by  no  other  troops,  until  noon, 
when  a  brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  which  had  fol- 
lowed us  through  the  forest  road,  came  to  our  assist- 
ance. From  9.30  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,  these  seventeen  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  four  light  batteries,  unaided  by 
any  other  troops,  fought  and  drove  the  enemy  from  tlieir 
position  on  Buck's  IIIU ;  and  when  the  two  brigades  of 
Tyler's  First  Division,  commanded  by  Generals  Sherman 
and  Schenck,  crossed  Bull  Run  river,  over  Stone  Bridge, 
at  1.30  p.  M.,  there  was  not  a  rebel  force  of  any  de- 
scription on  tlie  nortli  side  of  AVarrenton  road,  west  of 
Stone  Bridge.  At  this  time  victory  was  assured  for  the 
Union  army.  At  the  Stone  Bridge  was  Tyler's  entire 
division,  comprising  fifteen  regiments  of  infantr^^  and  three 
batteries,  tlie  Fourth  Division,  General  Runyon,  with 
seven    regiments,    Fifth    Division,   General    Miles,    eight 
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regiments,  iiiid  one  battery.  Of  these  thirteen  thous- 
and men,  only  two  briga<les  of  the  First  Division 
crossed  the  river  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  were  en- 
gaged only  about  one  hour,  namely,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Henry  House,  when  they  were  repulsed  by  the  en- 
emy, whose  forces  were  now  all  concentrated  at  that 
point.  Rickett's  Regular  battery  (formerly  Magruder's 
stationed  at  P^ort  Adams  previous  to  the  war)  was  lost, 
recaptured,  and  lost  again.  These  two  brigades  of  the 
First  Division  retreated,  panic  stricken,  and  our  reserve 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  at  Stone  Bridge,  retreated  with- 
out firing  a  shot,  while  our  Division,  the  2d,  was  hold- 
ing the  position  we  had  gained  in  the  morning.  This 
was  tiie  supreme  moment,  when  a  Siieridan  or  a  War- 
ren would  liave  swept  the  oi)posing  forces  from  the  held, 
or  captured  their  entire  army.  Colonel  Hurnside,  seeing 
tlic  aspect  matters  had  assumed,  formed  his  troops  into 
line  and  fell  back  to  the  Warrenton  road,  fearing  he 
might  be  cut  otT  at  Stone  Hritlge.  Hunter's  Division 
covered  the  rrtiral  and  were  the  last  troops  that  crossed 
the  bridge,  and  was  thi'  only  Division  of  thr  army  thnt 
occui)ie<l  its  former  (juarters,  as  these  did,  at  Centre- 
villr,    tliat    niiiljl. 
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DAY    AFTER    THE    BATTLE. 

The  day  after  the  battle  was  a  busy  one  in  camp ; 
men  were  stragglhig  in  all  day,  some  of  them  that  we 
had  left  among  the  wounded  at  the  field  hospital  on  our 
departure  the  evening  previous,  who  had  managed  to 
hobble  along  on  the  road,  and  after  a  while  reached 
camp.  Some  of  these,  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  had  taken  the  wrong  road  from  P^airfax  and  brought 
up  at  Alexandria,  whence  they  set  out  anew,  reaching 
Long  Bridge  and  the  camp  some  hours  later.  Among 
these  latter  was  John  Fludder,  who  did  not  arrive  un- 
til Monday  afternoon,  when  he  surprised  us  by  bring- 
ing with  him  the  regimental  flag,  which  we  had  sup- 
posed to  have  been  lost  when  the  regiment  "straggled" 
at  Stone  Bridge,  as  no  one  could  give  any  information 
in  re2:ard  to  it.  Fludder  found  it  where  it  had  been 
dropped  in  the  confusion  of  retreat,  and  in  order  to 
save  it  tore  it  from  tlie  staff  and  secretino;  it  about  his 
person,  thus  brought  it  in.  Sanmel  Hilton,  who  had 
been  left  on  the  field  for  dead,  also  came  straggling  in ; 
he  had  been  hit  in  the  temple  by  a  partially  spent  frag- 
ment of  a  shell  and  laid  out  senseless  and  inanimate, 
and   was   afterwards    revived    by  the    drizzling    rain,  as 
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were  also  quite  a  iiiiml)er  belons-ino;  to  other  reoiments. 

Company  F  had  its  full  share  of  losses  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  first  man  of  the  company  wounded  was 
John  B.  Landers,  shot  through  the  wrist ;  then  followed 
John  Rogers,  shot  in  the  leg,  Charles  Becherer,  color 
sergeant,  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  Albert  X.  Burdick, 
color  corporal,  wounded  in  the  arm,  John  P.  Peckham, 
shot  in  the  head  and  killed,  Andrew  P.  Bashford,  shot 
in  the  breast  and  taken  prisoner,  Theodore  ^y.  King, 
shot  tlu'ough  the  groin,  mortally  wounded,  taken  prison- 
er, and  afterwards  died  in  Philadelphia,  when  on  his  way 
home,  Tliomas  J.  Harrington,  siiot  in  the  head  and  killed, 
Allen  Caswell,  shot  in  the  stomach,  Henry  T.  Easton, 
wounded  in  the  arm,  Samuel  Hilton,  wounded  as  above 
stated,  liartlett  L.  Simmons,  taken  prisoner,  Robert 
Crane,  never  accounted  for,  but  supposed  to  have  been 
kilhMl  during   ti»e   rctri'at. 

.Inly  21th,  Doctor  David  King  and  Alderman  .lames 
C.  Powell,  of  Newport,  arrivi-d  in  camp.  Doctor  King 
obtained  m  ])ass  through  the  lines  for  the  ])urpose  of  at- 
ten<liiig  his  son,  woundi'tl  as  above  stated,  and  who  was 
a  |)risoner  in  Richmond.  AMcrman  l*ow»'ll  was  deputed 
by    tlir   city   goviTument    of    Newport    to    look    after  the 
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sick  and  wounded  of  Company  F  on  tbeir  way  liomo. 
Orders  were  -^-eceived,  July  24tli,  to  make  preparations 
for  return  to  Rhode  Island,  as  our  term  of  service  had 
expired.  Colonel  Burnside  offered  the  services  of  the 
regiment  for  a  longer  time,  as  it  was  expected  that  the 
rebels  would  make  an  attack  on  Washington  ;  but  it  was 
thought  our  services  would  not  be  needed,  and  prepar- 
ations for  departure  were  accordingly  made.  On  Thurs- 
day, July  25th,  we  had  dress  parade  for  the  last  time 
in  Washington.  After  the  parade,  the  2d  Regiment  was 
formed  in  line  directly  opposite  and  facing  us,  and  the 
men  of  the  two  regiments  exchanged  muskets,  each  with 
the  man  opposite  him ;  the  muskets  of  the  Second  were 
old,  smooth  bore,  altered  over,  while  those  of  the  First 
were  the  latest  improved  Springfield  rifles.  During  the 
evening,  we  improved  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  camp 
of  the  Second,  bidding  them  good  bye,  and  receiving 
such  messages  and  tokens  as  they  desired  to  send  home 
to  friends. 


CHAPTER  VT. 
"home,  sweet  home." — arrival. — flag   presentation. 

At  0  p.  M.,  2r)th,  the  coininaiid  was  given  to  "Fall 
ill ;"  the  line  was  formed,  we  marched  into  the  cit}',  and 
at  inidiiiiiht  l)id  farewell  to  Washington,  the  cars  taking 
us  into  Baltimore  at  daylight,  where  we  waited  on  the 
streets  all  the  forenoon  for  tlie  special  train  that  was  to 
take  us  to  Phila(leli)liia.  AVe  got  away  from  Baltimore 
at  2  1'.  M.,  arriving  in  Philadeli)hia  in  tiie  evening.  We 
had  Ikh'Ii  expected,  and  were  entertained  by  the  citizens 
with  a  fine  collation  at  the  New  England  rooms. 

We  left  that  citv  at  2  a.  m.,  July  27th,  arriving  in 
New  York  soon  after  daylight,  where  the  regiment  em- 
barked on  hoard  steamers  Bay  State  and  State  of  Maine, 
for  Providence.  Each  steamer  took  live  companies,  ours 
hi'iiig  on  tile  State  of  Maine,  on  hoard  of  which  wi-  were 
jiivm  a  nicr  incakfast.  We  steamed  on(  of  New  York 
at  about    II    a.   .m.,  .Inly  27th,  the  transports  proceeding 
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slowly  to  avoid  arriving  in  Providence  at  a  late  hour  in 
the  day.  At  10,30  p.  m.  we  were  off  Beaver  Tail  light; 
F  Company  was  called  and  formed  on  the  hurricane  deck, 
Captain  Tew  arranging  with  the  steamer  captain  to  sail 
through  the  inner  harbor  of  Newport.  When  opposite 
Fort  Greene,  a  squad  of  the  Newport  Artiller}^  fired  a 
salute,  which  was  answered  with  cheering  by  F  Company, 
and  the  blowing  of  the  steamer's  whistle.  Both  steam- 
ers proceeded  up  the  bay  and  anchored,  it  being  the  wish 
to  not  land  before  daylight. 

At  6  A.  M.  Sunday,  July  28th,  landed,  and,  escorted 
by  the  militia  of  the  state,  marched  through  the  city  to 
Eailroad  Hall,  P^xchange  Place,  where  a  substantial  break- 
fast awaited  us.  After  breakfast  and  speeches  by  Bishop 
Clark  and  others,  the  regimental  companies  residing  out- 
side of  Providence  were  ordered  to  their  homes,  to  report 
again  in  Providence  August  2d. 

F  Company,  escorted  by  the  past  members  of  the 
Newport  Artillery,  Colonel  Fludder  in  command,  and 
the  Old  Guard,  both  of  which  companies  had  that  morn- 
ing come  from  Providence  to  receive  us,  left  for  New- 
])ort  on  steamer  Perry  at  11  a.  m.,  arriving  at  Sayer's 
Wharf  in  Newport,  at  1  v.  m. 
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Oil  our  arrival  we  found  tlie  wharf  and  streets  of  the 
city  through  which  we  were  to  pass  crowded  with  peo- 
ple of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  as  though  the  whole  of 
Newport  had  turned  out  to  greet  us.  Services  were  omit- 
ted by  the  churches,  all  evidently  regarding  it  as  a  duty 
appropriate  to  the  Sabbath  to  welcome  to  their  homes 
those  wlio  liad  gone  forth  to  peril  their  lives  at  their 
country's  call.  Tears  dropped  from  many  eyes,  as  those 
were  remembered  who  had  left  home  with  us,  but  would 
never  return. 

We  marched  up  Thames  street,  our  sick  and  wounded 
in  carriages,  through  Touro  street  and  Bellevue  Avenue,  to 
Touro  Park,  where  we  were  welcomed  in  addresses  by 
IMayor  Cranston  and  other  city  olllcials.  On  invitation 
of  Mv.  William  Newton,  pro})riet()r  of  the  Atlantic  house, 
we  i)art()()k  of  an  excellent  dinner  at  that  hostelry,  af- 
ter wliich  a  sliort  street  parade  was  made  to  the  armory 
on  Clarke  street,  where  we  were  dismissed,  with  orders 
to  report  again  on   the  2d  of  August. 

On  Fridny,  August  '2i\,  we  reported  at  the  armory 
ami  pi(>('eedi'(l  to  I't'ovidmee  ;  we  ri-ei'ived  our  pay  ami 
were  mustered  out  of  thr  I'nited  States  service,  by  Colo- 
m-l    Looniis,  of  tlir  .">th    I'liitcd   States   Iiifautrv.      In  tlie 


72  HISTORY    OF    COMPANY    F. 

aftiTMOon  a  final  parade  was  made  by  the  eutire  regi- 
ineut,  but  V  Compan}'^  were  obliged  to  leave  the  line  be- 
fore its  conclusion,  in  order  to  take  the  o  p.  m.  boat 
for  home. 

A  few  da3'S  after  the  arrival  home  of  the  compan}^ 
a  beautiful  set  of  flags  was  received  by  Mayor  Cranston, 
a  gift  from  Rhode  Islanders  residing  in  California  to  the 
color  company  of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  and 
were  accompanied   by  the   following  explanatory  letter : 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Aug.  30,  1861. 

lion.  Wm.  H.  Cranston,  Mayor  City  Newport:— 

Sir^ — At  a  meeting  of  the  natives  and  citizens  of  Rhode 
Island  now  residents  of  Calif oi-nla,  we,  the  undersigned, 
A\eie  appointed  a  euniniittee  to  forward  to  your  Honoi-  a 
set  of  regimental  colors  for  the  First  Rhode  Island  Reg- 
iment, to  1)6  by  you  presented  to  tliem  in  person  as  a  to- 
ken of  our  esteem  and  admiration  for  the  prompt,  noble 
and  efficient  response  made  l)y  them  to  the  patriotic  call 
of  our  country  to  ti.ii:ht  for  constitutional  liberty,  and  for 
the  brave,  honorable  and  veteran-like  manner  in  which  they 
l;ave  pei-foimed  their  duties. 

Very  Respectfull}',  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  SHERMAN, 
E.  P.  PECK  HAM, 
J  AS.  >I.  OLXEV. 
K.   H.  KANDOLPH, 
C.  V.  S.  (HIHiS. 

On  Tuesday,  October  2nth,   1<SG1,  a  formal  prescnta- 
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tion  of  tlie  flags  to  Compnny  V  took  place  on  Toiiro 
Park.  The  company  were  present  in  good  numbers,  and 
Colonel  Burnside  was  also  present  by  invitation.  IMayor 
Cranston,  after  reading  the  correspondence  accompany- 
ing the  flags,  remarked  as  follows : 

"Company  F,  accept  this  oflerin<jj — our  uncoiiqnorcd  aiul 
unconqucrai)le  national  fla«i: — and  this  State  staiidai-d,  the 
eint)hMn  ot  froodoin  for  ni()r(3  tluin  two  hundred  years — the 
])atrl(»tic  and  chj-erful  <::lft  of  l^liode  Island«'rs  in  the  Kdcn  of 
the  Tac-ilic  to  you,  their  hiotheis  in  the  J'Men  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. Guard  them  saciedly  and  well — carefully  preserve  and 
aflectionately  cherish  tlieni ;  if  necessary,  lay  down  your  Jives 
in  their  defence  a«;ainst  foreiun  invasion  oi-  domestic  insur- 
i-eetion,  and  yoin-  reward  will  he  the  <;iat  it  ude  of  honest  and 
loyal  men  on  eaith.  the  aj)prol)ali<)n  of  (jiod,  and  eternal  fe- 
licity in  that  new  Paradise  when;  there  will  neither  he  wars 
nor  rumors  of  wars,  and  where  the  Kin^-  of  Kings  and  tin; 
I'rince    of    IN'ace    will   reign  supreme;  foiever." 

Coloiud  Ihnnsidc  rcspcjntled.  After  a  few  i-cmarks 
acknowledging  the  kindness  of  the  patriotic  Californians, 
lie  turned  to  the  mend)ers  of  Compau}'  F  and  addressed 
them   as   follows  : 

•■\Nith  you,  Co'iipany  F,  T  leave  these  colors.  For  their 
jn('|)er  Keeping  I  need  "^ive  vou  no  <-haip:e.  ^'oii  have  heen 
t  lied  and  have  imleed  Ix'en  fmind  not  wanting.  Take  them; 
accept  them  as  a  pait  «»f  the  history  of  the  First  IJIkmIc 
Island  lJe<;iment.  as  a  pari  of  the  history  of  your  own  brill- 
iant  stale  and   as  an   emidem   of    the    ^loiv    of    your    dearly 
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lovod  country.  Love  tlie  one  flas:  and  revere  tlie  others. 
ISIany  dark  hours  we  liave  ah-eady  passed  throuo;h,  and 
in;iny  nioie  are  yet  to  be  undergone.  But  let  no  man  of  us 
falter  as  to  the  success  of  our  ijlorious  cause.  In  all  our 
A\()rk,  however  datiijerous  oi*  arduous,  we  sliall  be  followed 
by  the  pi-ayers  of  loved  friends  at  home  and  of  the  true 
and  loyal  of  all  our  country,  and  of  the  o;ood  and  true  of 
every  land.  The  gieat  God  above  may  chasten  us  in  his 
Avisdoni,  but  rest  assured  He  will  never  foi-sake  us  in  Ilis 
justice.  To  you,  Mr.  ^Slayor,  I  render  my  sincei'e  thanks 
iov  j'our  kind  words  of  me.  They  are  indeed  precious  to 
me.  The  words  of  commendation  which  have  been  spoken 
of  my  conduct  by  my  api)r()vin<2^  fellow  citizens  are  my 
lii<rbest  reward.  And  as  to  Company  F,  I  have  no  feai'S  but 
1he\'  will  do  as  they  have  done  before — theii*  whole  duty, 
lietter  soldiers  never  trod  the  soil  of  this  or  any  otlier  land. 
Not  a  man  of  them  failed  to  execute  my  orders  to  the 
letter.  Never  soldiei"S  did  their  dutv — their  whole  dut}" — 
more  piomptlv  or  *i:allantlv.  Take  these  beautiful  flaii's. 
Company  F,  take  them  and  keep  them;  you  have  the  well 
oarneil  i"i,uht  to  keej)  them.  T\\ice  was  youi*  own  flaj^:  stricken 
down  in  the  field  of  batlle  an  J  then  a  third  man  from  jour 
]-anks  seized  it  and  it  was  borne  aloft  in  safet}^  from  the 
field  though  pierced  with  many   bullets. 

Then  turning  to  the  Mayor,  he  added : 

'\\nd  ill  conclusion  allow  me  to  thank  you,  sir,  and  all 
conciTiied  in  this  })ies('n;atio:),  for  this  beautiful  gift  to 
iJhode  Island's  first  and  gallant  regiment. 

Comi)aiiy  F  then  made  a  parade  through  the  city,  dis- 
l)lnying  the  Hags. 

At   :\   m((>tino-  held    hy  Compaiiy  F  at  the  armory   of 
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the  Artillery  Company,  November  5tl),  ISHl.  it  was  voted 
to  place  the  flags  in  charge  of  three  members  of  Com- 
pany F,  and  Corporal  Tayer  and  Privates  DeBlois  and 
Terrell  were  appointed  that  committee,  with  instructions 
to  place  them  in  the  Newport  city  hall  for  safe  keeping. 
It  was  soon  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  place  allot- 
ted to  them  in  the  city  hall  was  damp,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  remove  them  to  a  place  where  they  would  be 
better  preserved,  and  could  be  seen  at  any  time.  The 
place  selected  was  the  Artillery  Company's  armory,  where 
they  were  suita1»ly  mounted,  and  will  doubtless  always 
remain. 

Soon  after  t\\o  muster  out  of  F  Company,  recruiting 
conunenced  at  once  for  new  regiments  from  Khode 
Island,  and  of  lO.S  olllcers  and  men  composing  Company 
F  at  muster  out,  «S4  re-entered  tlie  service  either  in  the 
annv  or  iinvy,  many  of  tiieni  oc('Ui)viii<j;  i)()sitions  of  rank 
in   both   branches  of  the  service  during  the  war. 

CONCLISION. 

Company  F,  1st  Khodi'  Island  Kegiment,  is  a  thing  of 
the  i)Mst.  Tliiitv  years  have  come  and  i2:one  since  tlie 
enactment   of  tiic  stirring  scenes   in  which  we  participat- 
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ed ;  but  those  scenes  and  incidents  still  exist  in  the  minds 
and  memories  of  the  men  composing  that  company.  A 
large  portion  of  its  members  have  left  the  city,  and  many 
have  been  carried  to  that  silent  camp  where  they  ' '  sleep 
their  last  sleep,  have  fought  their  last  battle ;  no  sound 
can  awake  them  to  glory  again."  But  as  each  succeeding 
17th  of  April  rolls  around,  the  surviving  members  of  the 
company  meet  to  talk  over  the  incidents  of  the  long  ago, 
tell  stories  of  camp  and  field,  and  say  a  word  of  those 
who  have  left  us  to  return  no  more ;  and  we  shall  con- 
tinue these  gatlierings  at  least  once  a  year,  until  the  last 
man  of  Company  F  shall  have  been  mustered  out  to  join 
those  who  have  ijone  before. 
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